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We distribute over 5000 copies of the Westhill Bulletin quarterly to houses and businesses in 
Westhill and surrounding villages. We offer good advertising rates and are keen to support local 
businesses and services.

Adverts and articles for the Winter issue should be sent in by Thursday 6th November.  
The Bulletin will be distributed from 27.th November. All contributions or enquiries should be 
emailed to: westhill.bulletin@gmail.com

Telephone enquiries re adverts or articles to Bulletin Editor David Ritchie on 07989 637461. Articles 
should be submitted as Microsoft Word documents attached to an email. Articles larger than 600 
words may be edited. Photos can be included but send them separately from the Word doc.

2025 advertising rates: 
Eighth Page £36, Quarter Page £64, Half Page £103, Full Page £195,

Inside Covers £225, Back Page £260 
(There is a small additional one-off charge for new adverts and when changes are made)

For more details on advertising see www.westhillelrick.org/bulletin

The Bulletin is delivered by an army of dedicated volunteers. More deliverers are always
required to replace retiring helpers and add to the pool of relief helpers.

If you can spare an hour or so four times per year to help deliver the Bulletin in your locality
or nearby then please ring David Ritchie on 07989 637461.

BULLETIN DELIVERY
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The four Aberdeenshire Council Ward 13 Councillors named below are exofficio members of 
the Community Council. They attend the monthly meetings when they can but do not have 
voting rights. They put articles in Bulletin about current topics (see pages 7 to 9). They are 
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Chairperson’s Report

We hope you have enjoyed seeing the magnificent 
display of hanging baskets on the corner of Old 
Skene Road and Westhill Drive. These were funded 
and installed by WECC. See more about the Green 
Spaces Team work on page 19.

Have Your Say on Future Developments in Westhill and Elrick
Aberdeenshire Council is currently working towards the next Local 
Development Plan for 2029-2039. Part of this involves a ‘Call for Ideas’ - 
including ‘Calling for Sites’ where developers can identify the sites in this 
area where they would like to develop. The second part of this is the ‘Call 
for Ideas’ which will enable residents to express their ideas on the future 
of Westhill and Elrick. The ‘Call for Ideas’ closes on 31st December 2025.

We are asking you to complete a questionnaire via this QR code to ascertain your 
views about any future developments in Westhill and Elrick for our submission on 
behalf of WECC. The questionnaire closes on 6th October. In addition you may also 
respond as an individual to Aberdeenshire Council at https://bit.ly/AbshireLDP2029

New Play Park Project
A strong demand for a large central play park was identified through the Community Action Plan. A site has 
been identified in Denman Park, three suppliers are drawing up designs and discussions are ongoing with 
Aberdeenshire Council. If you would like to be part of the project committee, please get in touch

Westhill Bus Services
In the Summer Bulletin we reported on the results of the survey that we conducted to gauge the likely 
demand if a bus service to the Blacklaws Brae turning circle was reinstated. The responses showed that 
there was overwhelming support for reinstating the service and indicated a potential 350 additional users.

We had a meeting with Stagecoach in July, requesting them to pilot a 10 minute loop from Hays Way up 
to Blacklaws Brae and back again, using results of our survey as evidence of demand. Stagecoach were 
unable to meet our request to insert such a loop, as it would require the addition of another bus into the 
route. They stated that the cost of this would need to be met through additional revenue generated from 
the loop and even if the projected additional passenger numbers were achieved, the required sum would 
not be met in an acceptable timescale. On a positive note, Stagecoach have offered an enhanced evening 
service with each No 6 bus completing the proposed loop each hour, from 6 pm to 11pm, 7 days a week, 
to be operational early in the New Year. Obviously this outcome is not what we had hoped for, but we 
do believe that it has real value, as with some careful planning, having to walk up the hill in the evening 
will no longer be required. The advent of this evening service gives an opportunity for potential users to 
demonstrate to Stagecoach that there is a genuine demand for such a service.

WECC monthly meetings are held on the second Thursday at the Holiday Inn Hotel at 7pm. We always 
welcome anyone who would like to come along to listen to our discussions, consider an issue or raise a 
concern. Email weccsecretx@gmail.com

Arthur McArthur, WECC Chair, weccchair@gmail.com
Arthur McArthur, WECC Chair
weccchair@gmail.com
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Westhill and Skene 
Lions Club  

CHARITY SALE OF BOOKS, CDs,  
DVDs & JIGSAWS 

AT WESTHILL SHOPPING CENTRE  
1ST SATURDAY EACH MONTH 

9am to 12pm 

NEXT 3 SALES ARE:  
6th September, 4th 

October, 1st November
All proceeds go to local good causes 
 & Lions International Disasters Fund 

Donations of books etc. 
welcome on the day or phone/text David on 

07989 637461 to arrange delivery or 
collection

Folding Tables Available For Hire

BANKING SERVICES IN 
WESTHILL 

MOBILE BANK  
 

RBS – Wednesdays 11am–12 noon  
at Trinity Church car park 

POST OFFICE  
 

The Post Office in Nisa at Westhill Shopping  
Centre can be used for bill payments 
 and cash deposits (with debit card or  

personalised pay-in slip) and withdrawals.  
Cheque deposits can be made for most  

major banks with a completed pay-in slip. 
 Ask for envelope for your bank. It is open: 

 Mon–Fri 9am–5.30pm | Sat 9am–1pm 

ATMs IN WESTHILL  
• Inside Nisa store  

• Outside Tesco store 
• Inside Costco store  

• Westhill Service Station shop in Elrick

Westhill Household 
Waste & Recycling 

Centre 
 Westdyke Avenue, Westhill 

 

Recycling facilities for: 
Glass Bottles & Jars, Paper, Cans,  

Plastic Bottles, Textiles, ‘Tetra Pak’ type 
cartons, Garden Waste,  

Household Batteries, Lead Acid Batteries, 
Engine Oil, Electrical Appliances,  

Pressurised Containers, Scrap Metal, Wood, 
Hardcore & Rubble 

Opening Hours 

Monday to Sunday 9am–4.30pm  
Friday 9am–4pm 

Online booking required at 
www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/

recyclingcentrebookings

WESTHILL & DISTRICT
COMMUNITY MINIBUS

Charity No. SCO43773

Three WESTHILL COMMUNITY 
MINIBUSES are available for hire by clubs 

and organisations

•	 Can take 14 or 16 passengers

•	 Self-drive or Driver supplied

•	 Two minibuses have towbars

Contact David Ritchie on  
 07989 637461

Email: westhill.minibus@gmail.com

Volunteer drivers wanted for a 
few hours per month
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1st Skene Boys’ Brigade

As August draws to a close we are looking forward to our new session.  
Last session ended with two of our senior boys receiving the King’s Badge 
from the Lord Provost of Aberdeen. This is the First year that the King’s 
badge has been awarded (since George VI) and was all the more special as 
Matthew and Harry were the 99th and 100th recipients from 1st Skene of the 
highest award in The Boys’ Brigade.  

Over the summer we had our summer camp at Monymusk where the boys 
participated in hillwalking, mountain biking, rock climbing and ropes course. 

The camp was finished off with a hike and wild 
camp for those with sufficient enthusiasm at 
the end of the week.

Our new session will start on Friday 5th 
September: Anchor boys (P1 to P3) meet at 
Trinity church on Friday 6:30 t

Niall MacBeath - Company Captain 
Contact: niall.macbeath@btinternet.com 

or via our Facebook page: 
1st Skene-Westhill Boys’ Brigade

The Cleaning Company 
 

Got no time? Let us handle it! 

✓ Domestic & Commercial Cleaning 
✓ Friendly, Efficient & Professional Team 
✓ Over 20 Years of Trusted Service 

✓ One-Off or Regular Cleaning Available 
✓ Office & Retail Space Cleaning 

✓ End of Tenancy / Move In–Move Out Clean 
✓  Fully Insured & Reliable
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 Camphill Wellbeing Trust is a business name of Camphill Medical Practice Ltd. 
A limited company registered in Scotland No.SC120539   
Charity No. SC016291  Registered office:  St John’s,  
Murtle Estate, Bieldside, Aberdeen AB15 9EP  
 

www.camphillwellbeing.org.uk   01224 862008 

 

QUICK 
LEAD 
TIMES

INFO@IDAW.CO.UK

REPLACE FRONT 
AND BACK DOORS

UPVC WINDOWS

TIMBER WINDOWS

SLIDING SASH WINDOWS

INTERNAL DOORS

EXTERNAL DOORS

FRENCH DOORS

BI-FOLD DOORS

PATIO DOORS

Get inTouch

01224 682229 IDAW.CO.UK

SUPPLY 
ONLY OR 
ARRANGE 

SUPPLY 
AND FIT

Quick Quotations 
On Application



7

INSPIRING ABERDEENSHIRE
With the awards ceremony just weeks away, we wanted to say good luck to all our local finalists and we look 
forward to cheering them on at the ceremony!

Gordon Prentice is a finalist for the Beautiful Aberdeenshire Environmental award. Gordon has led on the 
Orbital Trail which was officially opened in 2021. He liaised with landowners, council officials and volunteers 
to create the 12km connected path around Westhill. In collaboration he successfully raised major funding 
for both Carnie Woods and Denman Park, making the paths more accessible. He also took over the role of 
arranging regular litter picks around Westhill.

Westhill Community Resilience Group are finalists for the Community Spirit award. Since 2020 the group 
which includes representatives from local faith communities, community council, rotary club, senior citizens 
and the wider community have supported vulnerable members of the community.

Cultural award finalists include Garlogie Beam Engine Trust who have made an exceptional contribution to 
Aberdeenshire’s heritage. The Trust have turned a vital piece of industrial history into a living, educational 
resource with their work on Garlogie Beam Engine and hydroelectric plant. With over 350 visitors being 
welcomed in the past year, the group are going from strength to strength in promoting our local industrial 
past.

REMOVAL OF GRIT BINS
At the last budget setting meeting in February, full council approved a saving of around £380,000 which 
would see a number of grit bins not being re-filled. These would be the bins that no longer meet the existing 
criteria. It was councillors’ understanding that the bins would be left in situ with residents/community groups 
having the opportunity to peruse them if they felt this was a viable option. The service has now made an 
operational decision to remove and store the bins. We have had a number of representations from residents 
which we have passed on to the service to consider and we await further updates as council returns after 
Summer recess. The council also supports members of the local community who wish to clear snow from 
publicly-adopted footways and footpaths. Groups of volunteers are invited to join the Snow Warden Scheme 
where they can assist with the clearing of snow within an area of their local community. The scheme runs 
from November 1st until March 31st. If appropriate, grit will be provided. More information is available at 
https://aberdeenshire.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/wintermaintenance

Cold Callers: Don’t Be Fooled by Flyers or Business Cards. No Address is a Red Flag.
Aberdeenshire`s Garioch and North Marr Community Safety Group are advising Westhill residents to stay 
alert for cold callers offering to trim trees, clean gutters, lay driveways, or carry out other property work. 
These traders often hand out business cards or flyers showing only a trading name and a mobile number 
— sometimes adding a local landline (such as 01224) to appear genuine.

But remember: If the card or flyer does not include a proper physical address, this is a major red flag. 
Without an address, you’ll struggle to trace the trader if something goes wrong, leaving you with poor or 
unfinished work and no way to get your money back.

Important tips: Be suspicious of any flyer or card with just a name and phone number but no business 
address. A local phone number doesn’t prove the trader is actually based in the north east — it can be easily 
set to divert to a mobile anywhere. If you feel pressured, say no politely and close the door.

Cllr. Iris Walker Cllr. Ron McKail Cllr. Fatima Joji Cllr. Craig Miller 

WARD 13 COUNCILLORS
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Displaying a “No Cold Callers” sticker can also help deter unwanted visits.

To report suspicious traders or get advice: 
Trading Standards (Aberdeenshire Council): 01467 537 222 
Email: trading.standards@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
Police Scotland (non-emergency): call 101

Remember: a genuine local business will have nothing to hide — including a proper, verifiable address.

Council`s Economic Development Team. Helping Local Businesses and Jobs Thrive
Local businesses and communities across the Northeast of Scotland are getting a welcome boost thanks to 
Aberdeenshire Council’s Economic Development team.

From new start-ups to growing local firms, the team offers hands-on support through services like Business 
Gateway and Enterprising Aberdeenshire. Their mission? To build a vibrant, sustainable economy where 
local entrepreneurs can flourish.

At the same time, Invest Aberdeen is putting the region on the map for investors, highlighting opportunities 
in energy, tourism, digital tech and more.

It’s not just about business, though. Through Employment CONNECT, the council is helping people access 
training and job opportunities — especially those who are unemployed or struggling to find work. Meanwhile, 
dedicated teams secure vital funding for local projects and work with towns to develop tailored economic 
plans.

Recent success stories include supporting the launch of the Westhill Business Association and running local 
business events to help firms connect and grow.

With initiatives like the Aberdeenshire Loves Local Gift Card encouraging people to shop locally, the 
council’s work is making a real difference — helping the North East’s economy recover, adapt and thrive.

Got a query or question, you can get in touch with the team on Email econdev@aberdeenshire.gov.uk / 
Phone 03456 08 12 08

A Diamond Day for Walter and Lilian Smith
We would like to extend our warmest congratulations 
to Walter and Lilian Smith, who celebrated their 
Diamond Wedding Anniversary on 31st July 2025. 
Sixty years of marriage is a great milestone, and 
it was a pleasure for us, as local councillors, to be 
both notified of and invited to share in this special 
occasion.

Walter and Lilian were married at Premnay Parish 
Church, and have shared many joyful years together 
with family and grandkids.

Congratulations once again, Walter and Lilian on 
this huge milestone!

CONTACT DETALS 
Cllr. Iris Walker/ Tel. 07876 475272,  
email cllr.i.walker@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

Cllr. Ron McKail/ Tel. 01224 742095, 
email cllr.r.mckail@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

Cllr. Fatima Joji / Tel. 07787 955311,  
email cllr.f.joji@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

Cllr. Craig Miller / Tel. 07788 187521, 
email Cllr.c.miller@aberdeenshire.gov.uk/ 
Facebook: Craig4Westhill
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Scottish Charity No.  SC017801

1st Westhill
Our term running up to the summer holidays focussed on having fun in the outdoors. 

Beavers, Cubs and Scouts enjoyed lots of activities including cycling, mini beast hunting, hikes, skiing, water 
sports and campfires. They also developed important life skills such as navigation, first aid and safely using 
saws and axes. 

It was great to see so many of our scouting families for our summer BBQ and AGM at the end of June. It 
was the end of an era as Chris Pinnell stepped down as Group Lead Volunteer. Chris has been at the helm 
of Westhill Scout Group for the last 12 years. This is in addition to 24 1/2 years’ service as Assistant Scout 
Leader with our Keir troop. 

A formal thank you was given by our District Lead Volunteer and gifts were presented on behalf of the scout 
group.

Pete Thomson was formally invested as Westhill’s new Group Lead Volunteer. Pete has been volunteering 
with 1st Westhill since 2017 following 21 years of scout leader volunteering in Aberdeen. He is looking forward 
to continuing the development and growth of scouting within Westhill. 

At the end of May we were saddened by the news of the passing of former Westhill Scout Leader and Group 
Scout Leader, Norman Hall. 

Norman volunteered for over sixty years in scouting and was a well-respected figure in the North East. His 
many achievements included the building of the current scout hall in Westhill. 

Representatives of the scout group lowered flags and paused for reflection as his cortege passed by the scout 
hut on its way to his funeral. He was a very kind man whose legacy in scouting will live on. 

In September we will have around 100 young people attending the Gordon Gathering which is a district camp 
at BA Stores at Lyne of Skene. It will be an opportunity for our sections to have lots of fun alongside young 
people from across the Gordon district. We hope the weather makes for a great weekend!

Opportunities for young people are made possible by our group of dedicated volunteers. We are in critical 
need of additional volunteers to enable us to offer more young people places in scouting. 

Do you enjoy the outdoors? Do you see the value of young people having enjoyable screen-free time whilst 
developing #SkillsForLife? If so, join us! You don’t have to volunteer each week and it can be very rewarding. 

If you are interested in getting involved, please email joinus@1stwesthillscouts.co.uk
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GERRARD’S AUCTION ROOMS IS COMING TO
WESTHILL THIS SEPTEMBER

 Wednesday 10th & 17th 
September 10am-4pm 

Westhill 
Community Church

Old Skene Road , 
Westhill AB32 6AQ

See website for all our 
Aberdeen dates
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Milne Hall, Kirkton of Skene 
The hall is busy most evenings but we have a large hall, small hall and 
meeting room available for hire mostly during the day. These are suitable 
for exercise classes, baby and toddler groups, craft groups etc. Please 
see our Facebook Page. Our hall can also be booked for children’s parties, 
funeral teas etc.

To enquire about hiring, please email the booking secretary - milnehallbookings@gmail.com

Future Events:  Further evenings with music artists are planned.
This includes “Càrnan” on 11th October and “Allison Lupton Trio” on 22nd November. For more up to date details 
see the posters on local community information boards and our Facebook Page for these and all other events. 
 
Regular activities: 

•	 Jazzercise, every Monday and Wednesday 9:45-10:45am and also Wednesday  6.30-7.30pm

•	 Westhill Sooyang Do martial art group hold classes for children and adults on Monday and Wednesday 
evenings.  Phone Chief Instructor Dave Bremner: 07970 188825. See advert on page 60

•	 Skene Youth Club for Primary 1 - 7, Thursday evenings 6 - 7pm, October to April.

•	 Alba Black Belt Academies - age 3 to adult.  Held on Wednesday afternoons. Call 07818 200371 for 
details.

•	 Baby Sensory -Thursday mornings

•	 Mindful Movement with Qigong, Tuesday 7pm till 8pm and occasional weekend dates.

Milne Hall Management Committee is registered as a charity (SC045034).  

Help wanted.  If you feel you could contribute in any way in looking after and improving the hall, you will be 
made most welcome.  Please contact 01224 742804.
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Want to get involved? 
√ Outdoor work: gardening, woodland

maintenance, composting, bee-keeping
√ Indoor work: stripping out, reuse / recycle
√ Professional-led workshops

e.g. dry stone walling sessions
√ Pop-Ups: firewood, plants & organic produce
√ Join us: Wed PM / Thu AM / Monthly Sat

Camphill Wellbeing Trust is a business name of Camphill Medical Practice Ltd 
A limited company registered in Scotland No.SC120539   Charity No. SC016291 

Registered office: St John’s, Murtle Estate, Bieldside, Aberdeen AB15 9EN

Find out more & get involved: 
www.camphillwellbeing.org.uk/compass 

Follow us: @CWTCompass 

VVoolluunntteeeerr  wwiitthh  uuss!!  

Compass is transforming the former 
Waldorf School site into a centre 
demonstrating practical solutions 
for healthy, sustainable lifestyles.  
The project is developing a community 
space with no-dig garden, orchard and 
bee-keeping. Our newly refurbished  
Multi-Purpose Hall is due to open in 
September 2024; get in touch if you 
would be  interested in hiring a space!

CCoommppaassss  PPrroojjeecctt  
Navigating healthy, sustainable living 

 Compass is a project of local charity, Camphill Wellbeing Trust. The Trust provides 
medical and therapeutic services to help patients and their families address illness, 

build resilience and maintain wellbeing. 

Compass 
Craigton Rd, Cults 

Aberdeen AB15 9QD 

HELPING HANDS HOME SERVICES
I offer an evenings and weekends Helping 

Hands Home Service with affordable rates for:

Hanging Mirrors, Pictures,  
Bathroom Cabinets, TV Brackets,  

Curtain Rails, Bicycle Brackets, etc.
Clearing, Cleaning and Sorting of  

Garage Spaces, etc.

Martin 07943 891747 
bundubuilders@gmail.com

0 7 7 4 2
635253

ROOFING SERVICES

FLAT ROOFS

SLATING

POINTING

GUTTERING

AND MUCH MORE

FOR MORE DETAILS, GET  
IN TOUCH WITH US TODAY

A-J
Roofing

 Camphill Wellbeing Trust is a business name of Camphill Medical Practice Ltd. 
A limited company registered in Scotland No.SC120539   
Charity No. SC016291  Registered office:  St John’s,  
Murtle Estate, Bieldside, Aberdeen AB15 9EP  
 

www.camphillwellbeing.org.uk   01224 862008 

 

Garden Handy Man
Grass Cutting, Hedge Trimming, 

Garden Maintenance, Fence Painting 
& Repairs, Slab Laying & Weeding 

Affordable Rates

Joe Kenn
Mobile: 07960 410131
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A. REID GARDEN SERVICES
All Garden Work

Trees & hedges trimmed and uprooted, 
removal of garden rubbish, turfing and  

fencing, patios, driveways and pathways.
All types of gravel supplied and laid.

General tidy ups.
All types of landscaping.

CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
07742635253

ROOFING SERVICES 
FLAT ROOFS 

SLATING
POINTING 

GUTTERING
AND MUCH MORE

FOR MORE DETAILS,
GET  IN TOUCH WITH US TODAY

07742
635253

You could advertise
in this space

for £36

Contact
westhill.bulletin@gmail.com



15

Extension with Internal Alterations Kitchens Sun Lounge Extension

Visit our website:
www.braemoraljoinery.co.uk

or simply scan here

Get in touch today:
Tel: 07977 420043

braemoral@icloud.com
Let us turn your dreams into a reality!

New Builds

2 4  H O U R  L O C K S M I T H  S E R V I C E S

ABERDEEN

Craig Stephen
Your local trusted Locksmith

T: 01224 460 453 | M: 07821 833 633
E: craig.stephen@lockfit.co.uk

24 hour service

Lock replacements
Lock out services

uPVC window & door repairs

No callout charge
Fixed pricing guaranteed

Fast response
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Call Martin on 07825788012 
Email: aandmbathrooms@yahoo.co.uk
www.aandmbathrooms.com

All work is fully guaranteed and covered 
by public liability insurance

Complete Bathroom and 
Kitchen Installation

aandm
Plumbing I Joinery
Plastering I Tiling

Guitar Lessons 
Based in Westhill

Luke Gunn 

Guitar Tutor

m: 07796 302131 
w: www.lukeandlearnguitar.com 
e: luke@lukeandlearnguitar.com

•	All Ages Welcome
•	Beginner to Advanced
•	Acoustic / Electric Guitar
•	One-to-One Tuition or Groups
•	Rock, Pop, Metal and Blues Styles Covered
•	Vouchers Available – Perfect Gift for Christmas

www.facebook.com/LeeBeaute

074 0197 33 99

24 Fare Park Crescent, AB32 6WH, Westhill

• Pedicure
• Nail Extensions

• Manicure
• Gel Polish
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 SPEAR- Helping Your Child Athlete Stay 
Healthy This Season

YOUR JOURNEY TO A HEALTHIER, HAPPIER YOU

www.spearphysiotherapy.co.uk 
Tel: 01224 900 102

As the school and sports seasons kick off, many young athletes may start complaining about 
common aches and pains. Two frequent conditions in growing children are Sever’s disease and 
Osgood-Schlatter’s disease.

Heel pain is often linked to 
Sever’s disease, caused by 
repetitive stress on the heel’s 
growth plate, especially from 
activities like running or jumping. 
Knee pain, particularly just below 
the kneecap and sometimes 
accompanied by a noticeable 
bump, may indicate Osgood-
Schlatter’s disease. This occurs 
when the patellar tendon 
repeatedly pulls on its attachment 
site during physical activity, 
leading to inflammation.

Both conditions typically affect 
prepubescent children during 
periods of rapid growth or 
increased activity. Fortunately, 
they are self-limiting, meaning 
symptoms often resolve naturally 
once the growth plates mature—
usually by age 14-18 with some 
variation between boys and girls. 

While rest is commonly advised, 
physiotherapy plays a critical 
role in effective recovery. 
Emerging research shows that 
children who participate in 
strengthening programs tend 
to recover faster and return to 
sports more successfully than 

those who rely solely on rest. Strengthening not only alleviates symptoms but also prepares the 
body for future physical demands.

If your child experiences persistent pain, you can make an appointment at SPEAR physiotherapy 
to assess the cause and create a personalised plan for recovery. The right balance of rest, 
activity, and strengthening can help your child recover, return to sports confidently, and excel 
throughout the season.

Call SPEAR admin team 01224 900102 or book online.
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UNIT 6, WESTHILL SHOPPING CENTRE AB32 6RL
CALL 01224 741986 TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT 

Your local hair and beauty experts

FOR ALL 
NEW GENTS 
BARBERING 

CLIENTS 
BOOKING IN 
WITH JAMIEYOUR NEXT APPOINTMENT

QUOTE 
LP10
WHEN 

BOOKING!
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have helped rebuild some of the boundary wall 
between the Hill of Keir and the golf course 
to help slow the flow of rainwater from the hill; 
they’ve helped scrape the weeds and moss from 
the block paving in the Community Rest Area 
opposite Tesco’s, and most recently, removed a 
strip of turf at Blackhills Court and laid membrane 
and bark so that the residents there can plant a 
shrubbery in the autumn. This work helps relieve 
the boredom and monotony of hotel life, and we’d 
like to take this opportunity to say thanks to the 16 
who have helped so far whilst their application for 
asylum is being considered. 

Summer Maintenance
Meantime, our group of regular volunteers have 
been cutting back summer growth to keep the 
Orbital Trail and some other well used routes 
clear of overhanging vegetation. This work 
supplements the work of the Council’s Landscape 
Services team on Council land, with occasional 
support from Community Payback clients. Thanks 
go to all Green Spaces volunteers for giving their 
time, mostly on Wednesday mornings, but at 
other times too.

Litter Picks
Community Litter picks organised by WECC have 
continued over the summer, apart from one that 
was rain affected in June. Thanks must go to 
all those who attend the scheduled litter picking 
events, and to those individuals who head out on 
their own on a regular basis in between, all to help 
the appearance of the community we live in.

If you are thinking about outdoor volunteering for 
some of these tasks, but not sure exactly what’s 
involved, or if you would like to let us know about 
a green space that you think could be improved, 
please send an email to Mervyn or Gordon. 
Thank you

WECC contacts: 
Gordon Prentice – prenticeg.wecc@gmail.com 
Mervyn Barr - mervynbarr@yahoo.co.uk

Westhill Green Spaces Team Update

Team members have been active on a number 
of fronts over the summer months. 

Summer Bedding Plants
 Our first task was to plant out the hanging baskets 
on the corner of Old Skene Road and Westhill 
Drive which, this year, and for the first time, were 
fully funded by your Community Council. Mervyn 
and his team of 13 have to be congratulated for 
the planning and selection of what has turned 
out to be a magnificent display. Thanks too to 
the water boys, Ken and Rachid for ensuring that 
there were few casualties from our exceptionally 
dry summer.

“Rediscover Denman Park”
The end of May wasn’t so dry, as visitors to 
“Rediscover Denman Park” on the 31st will testify. 
Despite that, a number of determined enthusiasts 
turned out to try what the clubs had to offer. As 
you will see from the photos collage, visitors 
tried bowls, petanque and tennis and, thanks to 
Westhill Scouts, younger ones had fun completing 
trails around the park. 

Projects
A few intrepid members of the team have spent 
some of our Wednesdays in the Lawsondale 
stretch of the Brodiach Burn, removing blockages 
in an attempt to improve flow and water quality, 
and create a more attractive habitat for wildlife.

8 members of staff from Total Energies and 7 
asylum seekers assisted the Carnie Woods 
Ranger to remove around 200m of rotting and 
unsafe boardwalk one midgie-ridden morning in 
June. The remainder has been left to straddle 
the wettest part of the marsh meantime, until a 
long-term solution is agreed with the landowner, 
Aberdeen City Council.

Since then, a core group of asylum seekers 
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“Serving the community” 

00--55  EEAARRLLYY  YYEEAARRSS  SSPPAACCEESS  AAVVAAIILLAABBLLEE  
FFRREEEE  FFUUNNDDEEDD  SSPPAACCEESS  FFOORR  22  yyeeaarrss  ++**  

AArree  yyoouu  sseeeekkiinngg  hhiigghh  qquuaalliittyy  cchhiillddccaarree  ddeelliivveerreedd  bbyy  aa  
ppaassssiioonnaattee  aanndd  sskkiilllleedd  tteeaamm  ooff  EEaarrllyy  YYeeaarrss  

PPrrooffeessssiioonnaallss??  

CCoonnttaacctt  uuss  nnooww  ffoorr  mmoorree  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn::  

0011222244  774444774411  
aarrnnhhaallll@@bbrriiddggeessnnuurrsseerriieess..ccoo..uukk  

11  PPrroossppeecctt  PPllaaccee,,  AArrnnhhaallll  BBuussiinneessss  PPaarrkk,,  WWeesstthhiillll,,  AABB3322  66SSYY  
  

**SSuubbjjeecctt  ttoo  aapppprroovvaall  bbyy  AAbbeerrddeeeennsshhiirree  CCoouunncciill    

 

 

 

We provide a safe and stimulating 
environment in which the children 
feel happy and secure and where 
learning is achieved through play 
experiences by sensitively meeting the 
needs of each individual child. 
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PAINTER 
and 

DECORATOR 
Standard decorating 

service  
plus  

Ames taping 
Skimming 

OLIVIU DOCEA 
07913 082637 
01224 740276 

FREE ESTIMATES
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OLEV 
Approved 
Installer

POWER YOUR FUTURE. 
PROTECT YOUR ASSETS.

GREEN ENERGY

ELECTRICAL

SECURITY

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

YEARS

T 01224 518418   E info@i-protech.co.uk   www.i-protech.co.uk

CONTACT US TODAY FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE

• SOLAR PANEL INSTALLATION  
• EV CHARGE POINT INSTALLATION

• BATTERY STORAGE
• ELECTRICAL

• GREEN ENERGY & COST SAVING
• INSPECTION & TESTING

• DATA CABLING
• INTRUDER ALARMS & CCTV

• ACCESS CONTROL

American Square Dancing
 

LEARN TO SQUARE DANCE ITS FUN AND 
FRIENDSHIP SET TO MUSIC

It’s a great way to get gentle exercise and 
is excellent for mental health.No dance 
experience required we will teach you the 
moves. All ages, genders, singles and couples 
welcome.

Aberdeen Kilt Kickers
WRI Hall Kirk Brae 
Cults, AB159QR

7:30PM - 9.30PM
T: 01224 326421 
M: 07 557885481
E: akk123@btinternet.com

Open Days  
8th,15th & 22nd 
September 2025

Traditional Methods to 
Contemporary Living

Kitchens, Doors, Windows, 
Roof Repairs, Plastering, 

Extensions, Loft Conversions

Farburn Terrace, Dyce,
Aberdeen, AB21 7DR

Tel: 01224 723420
info@raebrown.co.uk

www.raebrown.co.uk
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AFFORDABLE JETWASHING

CALL: 07399 432348 1 CAIRNVIEW CRESCENT,
 ABERDEEN, AB16 5DR@ allan.gowie@sky.com

Card payments accepted!

 CLEANED
 REPAIRED
 REPLACED

*FROM £25

PVC CLADDING!

DRIVEWAYS!
*FROM £99

BOOK NOW!!

*FROM £199
FREE ESTIMATES7 DAYS A WEEK

 GUTTERS!

Milton of Crathes 

Opposite Crathes Castle    Free parking 

A hidden gem on  Royal Deeside.  

Explore shops with gifts, outdoor and           
fishing  gear, lifestyle pieces, art,                     

and bespoke framing. 
 

Enjoy fresh produce from the FARM SHOP     
and dine at the Brasserie. 

 

Explore the adventure playground. 

Walk or cycle the Deeside Way.                                                   
Ride the Royal Deeside Steam Train. 

leysestate.com/milton-of-crathes 

ZUMBA® GOLD WITH JACKIE & IRENE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

EASY TO FOLLOW, LOW IMPACT,  
LATIN-INSPIRED DANCE EXERCISE CLASS 
These classes can help improve balance, flexibility, coordination, brain 
function and also lead to improvements in well-being and quality of life. 

 

For more information please contact your licensed 
ZUMBA® Gold Instructors:    

JACKIE WATT  07891 000836 
IRENE INSCH  07703 012273 
  zumbafitnesswithjackie@yahoo.co.uk  
  Fitness Classes With Jackie 

MONDAY  11.30am – 12.25pm 
WEDNESDAY 9.15am – 10am 

at Ashdale Hall, Westhill 
 
 
  
 

 

 



26

Westhill Walkers have been out and about enjoying the summer weather. Our walks have included 
an outing to the beautiful Loch Lee in the Angus Glens, Lochnagar, Carn Bhac from Inverey and the 
Braes of Glenlivet. We had a good turnout on all walks and a great time was had by all. Why don’t 
you join us?

We walk on alternate Sundays throughout the year with a choice of walks during the summer months. 
New members will be very welcome to join our friendly informal group. For more information please 
see our web site (westhillwalkers.org) for our 2025 programme, walks blog and contact details 
(westhillwalkers@gmail.com) and our Facebook page for updates and photos,

Westhill Walkers
Open to all no matter what your age or ability

Some forthcoming walks – all welcome. For more information and to put your name down 
please contact: westhillwalkers@gmail.com

14th Sept Glen Girnock via Duchess of Kent’s Cairn 14.5km

28th Sep Creagan Riabhach via Craig of Prony circuit Ballater 13.5km

12th Oct Ben Rinnes circuit 16km

26th Oct Millstone Hill 12km
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A huge thank you to each and every one of you who has given so generously in response to our 
call for clothing for the service users in the Hampton by Hilton Hotel – you are stars, and your 
donations have made such a difference to the lives of these young men who are so far from 
home and in such need.  It is such a witness to the kindness and compassion that exists in our 
community.

Currently, we are especially in need of men’s jackets, sweatshirts / hoodies / fleeces, jeans, 
boxers, socks, trainers and backpacks.

If you require any further information about this ministry or if you work for or have a business 
who would be keen to partner with us in any way, please contact sandramcgregor@
westhillcommunitychurch.org

DONATIONS CAN BE DROPPED OFF AT:
 

WESTHILL COMMUNITY CHURCH:  - Tuesdays through to Saturdays 
from 10am to 3pm

TRINITY CHURCH, WESTHILL DRIVE: - Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays from 9am to 12 noon

APPEAL FOR CLOTHING DONATIONS

Pre-school for
children age 2-5 years,
8am -2pm

For more information contact:

Phone : 07565 912522
Email: denmanpg@hotmail.co.uk

You can also find us on facebook
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Westhill Senior Citizens Group

The Seniors Group is a lovely way to meet new 
friends and get yourself out of the house.  

We meet in the hall at the back of Trinity Church 
on Westhill Drive from 2pm to 3.30pm.  We have 
an hour of entertainment followed by refreshments 
(please bring your own cup).  

We re-start on Thursday 4th September 2025 and 
run fortnightly.   

Programme to November: 
Thursday 4th Sept – Bingo and Games     	 Thurs 18th Sept – Swing Music from the 50’s and 60’s 
Thurs 2nd Oct – All at C Club                       	 Thurs 16th Oct – Finzean Ukelele Group 
Thurs 30th Oct – Dan Greavey –Singer      	 Thurs 13th Nov – Icecoolkatz 
Thurs 27th Nov – Musical Medicine

The cost will be £10 (to November 2025).

While dial a bus is still able to bring the seniors to the meetings we have managed to hire Westhill Com-
munity Minibus to take people home.  

If you would like any further information please contact: 
Heather Cook on 01224 741194 or heathercook@tiscali.co.uk  or Mika Mackenzie on 01224 742004 
Charity No. – SCO14265



A.J. LANDSCAPES
T: 01224 784109 
M: 07980 882527 

All Landscaping Work 
Undertaken including: 

Tidy Ups · Lock Blocking 
Paving Fencing · Walling 

Turfing · Hedge Trimming 
Artificial Grass installed

Free no obligation 
estimates
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FIND US IN THE WESTHILL SHOPPING CENTRE OR CALL 01224 749444

Our services include:
n Property Sales & Purchases
n Transfers of Title & Discharges
n Wills & Powers of Attorney
n Mortgages & Wealth Management
n Family, Employment and Commercial Services

With local knowledge, decades of experience, and a commitment to personal 
service, we’re proud to support the Westhill community.

YOUR LOCAL LEGAL & 
PROPERTY EXPERTS IN 
WESTHILL
HERE FOR EVERY STEP OF LIFE’S JOURNEY.
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Westhill Fencing 
and Decking

Contact Roger Benton on 01224 791646 or 
07711 501 795 e: roger@westhillfencing.com 
www.westhillfencing.com
        www.facebook.com/westhillfencingdecking

Decorative/security garden fencing; Lap panel fencing; 
Storm damage repairs and replacement; Wooden gates, 
steps, handrails and trellising; Bespoke garden decking 
designed and built; Supply and build sheds, log stores 
and tree houses

Over 15 years experience. Quality workmanship, reliable 
service, competitive pricing.
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Have a pension floating around somewhere,
but lost track of it over time?

HANDS UP IF YOU....

BRIMMOND
FINANCIAL
PLANNING

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS

@brimmondfinancialbrimmond.co.uk

01224 330530 kris@brimmond.co.uk

Aren’t sure if you’re overpaying on tax?
 

Keep telling yourself, “I’ll sort my finances
next month”?

HANDS UP IF YOU....

It’s time to stop 
putting it off.
It’s time to stop 
putting it off.

Let’s get your money working
smarter, starting today!
Let’s get your money working

smarter, starting today!
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HALL NEWS
The Hall Committee has had the foyer re-carpeted, assisted by a team of asylum-
seekersBlood Transfusion Services is here on 6th November and 23rd December.

FUNDRAISING

We are planning more fundraising this year including a Ceilidh on 14th.November and Kids discos on 24th October 
and 19th December.

We really need people to join the fundraising committee and help come and organize

CRAFT FAIR
There will be a Christmas Craft Fair on Sunday 30th November 10am-4pm for which there are a few spaces left 
at £20 a space

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
The urrent Management Committee have been in control of the Hall for 7 years and due to the retirement from the 
Committee of one of the Trustees we are looking for new members and Trustees as we are now on the minimum 
number of Trustees to keep the Charity running and the future of the Hall could be at risk. 

AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
We have various time slots available during the week for let, please email the Hall if you are interested in making 
a regular class booking or for Pickleball and Badminton or playdates. We also book for parties/events. Contact 
ashdalehall@hotmail.co.uk

WESTHILL MARKET (9am-1pm, 1st Saturday of every month)
Our monthly market is held in the Hall’s front car park, and we have a variety of stallholders selling fish, shellfish, 
bakery items, local fresh meat, pies, vegetables, jams, fudge, eggs, ethnic foods, crafts, jewelry and more.

We really need the support of the local community for the Market to be able to continue and to expand as 
stalls will only come back if more local people come.  

Most of the products at the Market are locally sourced and made, with little or no food miles involved. Come along 
to see the fantastic quality and choice of goods on offer and help the environment.

HALL CLASSES AND EVENTS
We offer a wide program of classes, for full details please see our online timetable (www.ashdalehall.co.uk).  These 
are also displayed on the Hall noticeboards.

ENQUIRIES
For enquiries or to book the hall / meeting rooms or Badminton or Pickleball courts, please e-mail Adrian Hidalgo 
[Facilities Manager] at : ashdalehall@hotmail.co.uk or call the Hall on 01224 740137. 

Scottish registered charity W.D.P.H.Scio. SCO49243  

ASHDALE HALL (WESTHILL DRIVE) 

John S. Findlater (Skene) Ltd

Gairloch, Skene, Westhill, Aberdeenshire AB32 6YJ

jsfindlaterltd@btconnect.com

Tel: 01224 743214

•	General Blacksmiths
•	Sitework

•	Gates & Railings
•	Free Estimates
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J A S T I N A S F L O W E R S @ G M A I L . C O MJ A S T I N A S F L O W E R S @ G M A I L . C O M
W W W . J A S T I N A S F L O W E R S . C O . U KW W W . J A S T I N A S F L O W E R S . C O . U K

KINGSWELLSKINGSWELLS                 AB15 8SQAB15 8SQ               ABERDEENABERDEEN

0751833951207518339512

  The Best FlowersThe Best Flowers
For All OccasionsFor All Occasions

Grass cutting and Lawn care
Weeding
Lawn Restoration & Turf laying Watering 
System & Irrigation Installation Plant 
Selection
Tree & Hedge Trimming and Pruning 
Soil Preparation & Restoration
Garden Mulching
Garden Clean Ups
Fencing
Composite and wooden decking

 Our services include (but are not limited to!):

mr.gardenerltd@gmail.com
www.mrgardener.ltd.co.uk

+44 7889 911942

Driveways
Patios
Pathways
Artificial grass laying
Driveways and pathways
cleaning 
Water pressure cleaning
Winter driveways,
pathways maintenance
Gutters cleaning
House exterior cleaning
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James Wilson PC repair
Tel: 07765 846748
PC, Mac, tablet & smart phones

Install, service, repair & upgrade

Virus removal security advice

Internet, e-mail, networks & wifi

Data recovery & backup

Tuition & buying advice
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Tax on 
Rental Properties
If If you’re renting out a property then it’s important to 
make sure you are claiming all the legitimate           
expenses you can so as to minimise your tax bill each 
year. It is important to file accurately and on time to 
avoid any penalties and interest.

01224 748 298 
info@grampianaccounting.co.uk 
grampianaccounting.co.uk 

Grampian Accounting 
3 Prospect Place Westhill 
Aberdeen AB32 6SY

Most of the time, when people do not fill out a tax 
return for a property, it is because they are making a 
financial loss and think a return doesn’t need done. 
This unfortunately isn’t the case and it may be that a 
taxable event still occurs. There are many common 
misunderstandings about what can be claimed Even 
in the case where no tax is due because of a loss a 
rereturn should be filed so you are able to utilise 
or/and record those losses. Filing can also prevent 
an HMRC inspection as they will know a property is 
being let but don’t know if it ’s profitable or not.
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We take this opportunity to thank all who have donated so generously to Skene Fundraising Macmillan 
Cancer Support. 

If you hold an event or take part in an event in aid of  Macmillan Cancer Support you can pass the 
the proceeds you raise to the Skene Fundraising Committee and this will ensure the funding will 
remain in the Aberdeenshire and Aberdeen area. Please contact us for further information on email : 
macmillanskenefundraising@gmail.com

•	 All money raised through Skene Fundraising Committee  will remain in this area for Macmillan Cancer 
Support. We are pleased to say £24,665.28 was raised in 2024. We look forward to futher fundraising 
in 2025.  In 2026, as we will be celebrating our 50th Anniversary, please keep a look out on our 
facebook page for information on an important fundraising event.

Our other events since the last bulletin :-

•	 We held a  Quiz Night on 26th February at Dunecht Hall and raised £879.00.
•	 On Saturday 10th May we held our annual Fizzy Flycup in Milne Hall, Skene, and are pleased to have 

raised £3457.05 and a further £462 through other collections on the day.
•	 Our next event was a stall on a very hot (25c) day at Echt Show on Saturday 12th July, where we 

raised £449.30To donate to Macmillan Skene Fundraising Committee go to :-

Our next events will be:-

•	 The annual Coffee Morning at Lyne of Skene Hall on Saturday 27th September  at 10am.
•	 The Burns Supper will be held on Friday 23rd January 2026.
•	 Other events for 2025 will be posted on our Facebook Page.
•	 Please follow us on facebook: Macmillan Cancer Support-Skene Fundraising Committee to read 

about these events and future events. In addition we do place posters around Westhill with the next 
up coming event/s.

To donate to Macmillan Skene Fundraising Committee go to :- 
macmillan-org.enthuse.com

The funds raised by the committee remains within this area.If you 
would like to be a volunteer for events or join our committee please 
contact Alison Troup -07974790765 or macmillanskenefundraising@gmail.com     Charity No SCO039907

Westhill A2B is a council operated minibus service providing travel 
for shopping or other local services or facilities. The service is free to 
use and is available for people that have difficulty walking, people with 
other disabilities or residents who don’t live near a regular bus route. 

This A2B service offers low floor and wheelchair accessible transport. It operates Monday to Friday in 
Westhill, Elrick and Kirkton of Skene. 

The services operates on:
Monday and Friday from 10am to 11:20am and 12:40pm to 2:30pm
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 9:30am to 2:30pm.

You must book your journeys on this door-to-door service and can book up to 7 days before travel or 
14 days for health-related trips, but no later than the day before travel. 

To make a booking please call the A2B dial-a-bus hotline on 01467 535333 or 
email a2bdialabus@aberdeenshire.gov.uk.

WESTHILL A2B

Skene Fundraising Committee -Macmillan Cancer Support
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Here we are in August, approaching the business end of the bowling season 
where the accolades and prizes are handed out. It is perhaps a little too early 
to report on the achievements or otherwise of the season. We are only at the 
semi final stage of our club competitions so no congratulations to any winners 
yet but well done to those still with a chance of winning and commiserations to 
those who have been knocked out earlier.

It has to be said that Westhill Bowling Club has not had its most successful 
year in external competitions so far. A lot of near misses and hard luck stories 
abound for 2025. 

By the time you are reading this our annual Westhill Open Fours event will have passed (held on 
Saturday the 16th of August}.  The event is over the whole day, starting at 10.00am and finishing 
about 6.30 pm. Teams from across the North East of Scotland will compete for a cash prize and 
a trophy. It involves a lot of work as we will provide morning  and afternoon teas and coffees 
as well as lunch to all competitors as well as offering them refreshments from a temporary bar 
on the day. We are once again grateful to Garry Smith and ABERBUILD for their continued 
sponsorship of the event.

The event does help us raise some much needed funds to continue to develop bowling in 
Westhill. 

Most of any cash we have raised this year has been reinvested on our playing surface and the 
improvements allowed us to host the District finals for the first time ever in our 39 year history. 
There was some great bowling on show as sixteen teams battled it out to secure their place 
in the national finals in Ayr. Sadly our two representatives, gents triples and gents fours, which 

made it to the district finals both succumbed to 
a one shot defeat. 

However, Westhill was represented at the 
National finals. Pride of place for 2025 goes 
to two of our younger members, Victor Micak 
and Sam Noble who, along with Archie Scott 
of Newmacher Bowling Club went to the 
National Championships at Ayr to represent 
our area in the junior triples event. Whilst they 
didn’t win the championship, going out in the 
cruellest of fashion by losing at an extra end 
after the scores were tied, the boys did us 
proud.   

They are a credit to themselves, their parents 
and Westhill Bowling Club.

Bowling is a sport enjoyed by all ages and all 
abilities. If you would like to give it a try, either 
as an individual or as a group,  please get in 
touch and we can arrange a taster session. 
We have plenty equipment available. If you 
would like to give it ago, please get in touch 
by e mail robert.mutch@btinternet.com or 
telephone 07562 69619

WESTHILL BOWLING CLUB

Archie Scott, Viktor Micak and Sam Noble.
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M J S  L A N D S C A P I N G

L a n d s c a p e  g a r d e n i n g  s e r v i c e

Fencing
Patios

Artificial grass installation
Turfing  

Garden design
Full garden renovations

Garden maintenance
Decking

 

CALL  07972890937

O R  E M A I L  U S

m j s _ l a n d s c a p i n g @ o u t l o o k . c o m

WESTHILL AND DISTRICT 
GARDENING CLUB

The Westhill and District Gardening Club 
normally meet on the third Wednesday of each 
month in the lounge of Trinity Church Westhill, 

7.30pm from September to May.

We are always happy to welcome new 
members or guests who might wish to learn 
more about gardening and nature related 

activities in the local area and wider world too.

On Wednesday 17th September our speaker is 
Alison Sutherland from the Garioch Rangers, 

and this is also our “Miniature garden in a seed 
tray” competition night.

 Wednesday 1st October we are holding our 
annual Interclub quiz, start time 7.30pm.

Wednesday 19th November, we welcome 
Elaine from Something Corny. 

If you would like any further information about 
the gardening Club, please contact:-

Events Secretary – Ann Westwood at ann1.
westwood@btinternet.com
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We have over 20 years working with individual and  
corporate clients on a number of small, medium and large architectural projects 

throughout the northeast 

•	 Free initial consultation
•	 Full design service 
•	 Building consents obtained

•	 Extensions and alterations
•	 Conversions
•	 New builds

Tel: 01224 782035 Mob: 07783148045 
Email: info@groundwaterdesign.co.uk
Bracken Road Portlethen AB12 4TA

www.groundwaterdesign.co.uk
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  t 01224 740718  e westhill@storiecs.co.uk 

UNIT 10 WESTHILL SHOPPING CENTRE 

IN 2026 WE WILL BE CELEBRATING 
50 YEARS IN WESTHILL ! 
 
we are the longest local provider of property  
and legal services to the Westhill community 
and will proudly continue to provide friendly 
and professional services including: 
 

• PROPERTY SALES AND PURCHASES 

• CONVEYANCING AND TITLE TRANSFERS 

• DISCHARGE OF MORTGAGES 

• WILLS,TRUSTS AND POWERS OF ATTORNEY 

• ADMINISTRATION OF ESTATES 
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A great retirement 
starts with a  
great plan
Retirement is yours to define, whether 
its travel, personal growth or simply 
the freedom to do what you love.   
Start planning today.

SJP15677a_b DS B1 Retirement Planning Partner Press ad_A4.indd   1SJP15677a_b DS B1 Retirement Planning Partner Press ad_A4.indd   1 07/04/2025   15:0107/04/2025   15:01
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Grand Opening of North Point: a new local community resource   

Celebrate with us 
North Point is a multi-purpose building designed to 
be a vibrant hub for the local and wider community 
of Aberdeen. Sustainably refurbished and opened in 
November 2024 by local medical charity Camphill 
Wellbeing Trust as part of its community orientated 
Compass project, it offers modern spaces for hire 
suited to a range of activities including sports, 
children’s parties, events and meetings. 

We now warmly invite the local community and all 
have who contributed to the transformation of the 
Compass site to join us for the Official Opening of 
North Point on Saturday 6th September 2025 from 
10-4. With the opening ceremony at 10.30 followed 
by tours of the new spaces, activities for all the family 
and light refreshments, it promises to be a great day 
celebrating Compass and what has been achieved through working together with our volunteers and 
partner organisations: 1130 volunteers contributing a massive 14,000 hours since December 2020. 
We will also share our vision and plans for the next phase of the Compass site transformation: our 
Green Futures hub.  

Located on the former Aberdeen Waldorf School site, Craigton Road, AB15 9QD, Compass is easily 
accessed by foot or cycle from the Cults locality or by car from further afield.  

Compass shop
North Point is only one of the exciting resources at 
Compass. Our 4.1 acre site is also home to no-dig, 
organically managed gardens and orchards. These 
produce fresh seasonal local fruit and vegetables at 
affordable prices. Our new Compass shop, located 
in our garden area, is open every Friday from 10-4. 
Come along and see what’s on offer - or sign up to 
our produce list to place an order online: garden@
cwt.scot    

Drop-in play sessions
New from June onwards are our drop-in soft 
play and activity sessions for under 5s and their 
parents/carers. These take place every Friday from 
10-12 in our large, safe North Point main hall. No 
need to book- just come along and join the fun! First 
child with parent/carer: £4, each additional child £2. 
Refreshments are available to purchase separately. 

For free family friendly events and volunteering 
opportunities, including Skills for Health check out 
our events calendar on www.compassaberdeen.org.
uk or contact compass@cwt.scot 

About us
Compass is a ground-breaking initiative of the medical charity Camphill Wellbeing Trust   which is 
transforming the former Aberdeen Waldorf School site in Cults into a community-orientated resource. 
Offering hands-on opportunities and practical advice for healthy sustainable living, Compass is open 
to all.
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Are Your First 
Aiders Up to Date?

When was the last time you checked your 
team’s first aid certification? Are their 
certificates still valid—or have they already 
expired?  
Maybe you’re in need of brand-new first 
aiders?

Go To First Aid Training can help! 

We deliver a full range of accredited courses on your premises or within your area including:

•	 Emergency First Aid at Work

•	 First Aid at Work

•	 Refresher First Aid at Work

 
 W:www.gotofirstaidtraining.co.uk
 E: admin@gotofirstaidtraining.co.uk. 

All courses are fully certified by the First Aid 
Industry Body (FAIB) and valid for 3 years.

Don’t wait until it’s too late—make sure your 
workplace is compliant and your staff are 
confident.

Train smart. Be prepared.

Stay compliant



47

T: 01224 641164    E: info@onlyheating.com

A local, family run 
company based in Westhill.

Protect your 
heating system 
against unexpected 
breakdowns with our 
care plans. 

*Terms & Conditions apply

From only 

£11 
per month 0%

Finance 
available*

Visit our website for more details 
www.onlyheating.com

• Boiler installations
• Boiler repairs
• Boiler replacements
• Boiler servicing
• Central heating 

• Safety inspections
• General plumbing
• Landlord safety certificates
• Power flushing
• Renewable energy products

• Solar heating
• Unvented hot water cylinders
• Underfloor heating

ONLYHEATING.COM Ltd (FRN 774682) is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. ONLYHEATING.COM Ltd acts as a credit broker 
and not a lender and do not receive a fee for the introduction. Credit is provided by Novuna Personal Finance, a trading style of Mitsubishi HC 
Capital UK PLC authorised and regulated by Financial Conduct Authority. Finance options are offered subject to status and credit check which must 
be completed before commencement of works. A 14 day cooling off period applies to all applications. If cancelled within 14 days, alternative 
payment of full outstanding balance must be made ONLYHEATING.COM Ltd, Company number SC499043, registered in Scotland. Registered office 
address 100 Rosemount Place, Aberdeen, AB25 2XN.
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The Men’s Shed has started to get busier again following the summer holidays but we have been able to 
keep many lawn mowers and other garden tools going for the folk of Westhill.  It has not always been quiet 
as the Shed Band has been rehearsing weekly on a Wednesday lunchtime.  “Johnny and the Deaf-Aids” are 
on the lookout for interested players.

The Shed recently held their AGM at which the Annual Report for 2024 was approved and the Board of 
Trustees were elected.  We also held a barbecue for members with their family and friends with catering by 
Milton’s Little Kitchen.

Seven shedders visited the Garlogie Beam Engine in July and we look forward to a visit before the end of the 
year to the Morayvia Air Museum in Kinloss.

We have had visits to the Shed this year from the Westhill Anchor Boys and HRH Prince Edward.

The Shed have invested in a CNC Router which means we can now engrave images on various materials 
such as wood that can make beautiful house signs for example.

A recent commission for a bee hotel resulted in a stunning creation for 
someone’s garden.  

The SheShed have also been busy making bee hotels and has one to make 
for a school.

Tool Sale- to be held 6th September in the shed
This is the perfect time to get garden tools at good prices and workshop 
tools so you can move indoors as the winter comes.

We have at the time of writing:

•	an extendible hedge trimer (to reach the top of a hedge)
•	5 chop saws, 2 stick welders and a MIG welder (100A)
•	Large angle grinder (230mm, 2200W)
•	Some big (mostly floor standing) wood working machines, Sedgewick Planer/thicknesser, Band Saw 

(Sumaco), Scheppach spindle moulder, a wood lathe, bobbin sander and metal working model makers 
lathe.

•	Lawnflite Garden Tractor 12.5 HP, 30” cut and comes with a snow plough attachment.

Plus, the normal collection of lawn mowers, strimmer’s and a new in box pump, and a commercial central 
heating pump. The pump is being sold for £30, we could get more for scrap 
but cannot bring ourselves to do it.

Other items will come in before the sale, and some will be sold so if you 
read anything in this magazine you really want, come to the shed, because 
when it’s gone, its gone! 
 
Opening Times 
Monday 10am - 4pm, Wednesday 2pm – 8pm, Friday 10am - 4pm

Why not come along to the Shed and join us- it is free and you will be helping the 
community. 

SheShed
ladies only, is on a Monday evening from 6pm to 8.30pm and throughout the week.

contact@westhillmensshed.co.uk  
You can buy equipment at any time directly from the shed (see our opening times above). To find out what we 

have phone and ask 01224 917345. 

www.westhillmensshed.co.uk Charity SCIO No. SC042663.
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Westhill Photography Club 
has been running in the area 
for a number of years. We 
are a friendly Club and within 
our membership most types 
of photography subjects are 
taken – from landscapes to 
nature photography, travel, 
wildlife, macro and sport etc.

The Club welcomes members of any level of skill and 
through a varied programme does its best to support 
photographers of all standards from beginners to 
enthusiastic amateurs.

We meet on a Thursday evening from 7 – 9 pm from 
August to May at the Milne Hall, Kirkton of Skene. We 
have a new programme in place for the next session 
and this will include presentations from visiting speakers, 
indoor workshops and outdoor photography sessions 
around Aberdeen city and shire.

We have an annual weekend trip away and this year 
we based ourselves in the Dunfermline area and 
photographed the Kelpies, sunrise and sunset at the Forth 
Rail Bridge, Culross and several villages along the Fife 
Coast. This was well attended, and we will be scheduling 
a trip to a different location into our programme for next 
Spring.

We are always looking for new members and offer taster 
sessions where you can come along to the Club for a 
few weeks before committing to a membership. You’ll be 
made most welcome!

If this sounds like something you would like to try please 
email Westhill.Photography@outlook.com

     BILLS GARDENING CORNER

Well here we are again- AUTUMN. Just as I was getting into the swing of 
the sunshine, then down came the rain and wind; the damage to the flowers 
won’t be forgotten easily, but we gardeners are built with strong stuff. 

Out with the tools for cleaning and replacing, not an easy job but needed, 
just think of next year and get ready for the next sowing and planting. 

Check out the climate change and try to go along with it, after all we are not 
the only ones who have suffered. Look around and enjoy the Autumn colours 
and don’t forget the wildlife.

Chin up, look forward    Bill



52

Smiddy Croft, Comers Road, Midmar

Tel: 01330 833581 E sales@westhillbathrooms.com
www.westhillbathrooms.com

Visit our showroom at
Unit 1, Westhill Service Station
Elrick, Aberdeenshire AB32 6TJ

To book an appointment call David on 07717 734933

D E S I G N   S U P P LY   I N S TA L L
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E sales@westhillbathrooms.com
www.westhillbathrooms.com

Visit our showroom at
Unit 1, Westhill Service Station
Elrick, Aberdeenshire AB32 6TJ

To book an appointment call David on 07717 734933

D E S I G N   S U P P LY   I N S TA L L
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Office 2, Westhill Business Centre, Arnhall Business Park, Westhill, AB32 6UF 

Looking for a reliable 
Accountant?

Services Offered
Year-end accounts & Business Tax               Bookkeeping Self 
Assessment Tax returns     Payroll & CIS 
VAT Returns & Cashflow Management

Who do we help?
Small & Medium Businesses                         Self employed
Startups       Property Landlords 
Contractors   Freelancers 

+44 (0) 7521 600 065  I  +44 (0) 1224 745 920
          info@magnusaccounting.co.uk  I  magnusaccounting.co.uk

Please contact or get in touch 

Mark Mennie Glazing
Local Glazier with over 35 years experience

REPLACEMENT DOUBLE GLAZING SERVICE
(Faulty, misted, condensated double glazing replacement service)

5 year guarantee on all double glazing

COLOURED GLASS SPLASHBACKS (Any RAL or BS4800 numbers)

FOR ALL YOUR GLASS AND GLAZING PLEASE CALL  07918 081339 or 01224 789889
FOR A FREE QUOTE

Email: markmennieglazingltd@hotmail.com
Please visit my gallery and like Mark Mennie Glazing on Facebook

Mark Mennie Glazing
Local Glazier with over 35 years experience

REPLACEMENT DOUBLE GLAZING SERVICE
(Faulty, misted, condensated double glazing replacement service)

5 year guarantee on all double glazing

COLOURED GLASS SPLASHBACKS (Any RAL or BS4800 numbers)

FOR ALL YOUR GLASS AND GLAZING PLEASE CALL 07918 081339 or 01224 789889
FOR A FREE QUOTE

Email: markmennieglazingltd@hotmail.com
Please visit my gallery and like Mark Mennie Glazing on Facebook
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For those of you who don’t know us (or have seen us running round Westhill in our yellow t-shirts and wondered who 
we are), we are a friendly and inclusive local jogging group that caters to all abilities.

We meet on Mondays and Thursdays at 6.30 pm in the Westhill Academy car park (at the main entrance to the Acad-
emy) and run for approx 1 hour with groups completing various distances from 5K – 10K. We have 5 different pace 
groups ensuring there really is something for everyone. If you’re a beginner, all we ask is that you can walk briskly for 
30 minutes, and if you’re already a regular runner, you’ll find plenty of running buddies in our different pace groups.

During the Summer months of lighter nights, as well as running round Westhill on Mondays and Thursdays, we also 
had a few runs out at Dunecht Estate for a change of scene.

The first running night of each month, is “Bun Run” night and is always popular with runners being rewarded with a 
fine array of homebakes (or shop-bought goodies – we’re not fussy!)

During the year so far, club members have continued to take part in lots of events, covering all sorts of distances 
from 5K races, weekly ParkRuns, 10K races, half-marathons, full marathons and Ultras!

We are also planning a 10-week Learn to Run programme, lovingly called “Couch to 5K (C25K)”, and it’s anticipated 
that this will kick-off in February 2026 with the intention of those who complete the programme taking part in the 
Balmoral 5K run which takes place in April . Further details will be shared once the programme has been finalised 
– watch this space!

At JSW, we’re always keen to welcome new members, so if you’re looking to join a friendly social running group 
to help keep you motivated, and would like to come along or find out more information about us please contact 
jogscotlandwesthill@gmail.com.

Cadmor Construction  
Expert Joinery Services 

•	 Windows & Doors

•	 Kitchens, Bathrooms & Flooring

•	 Media Units and Bespoke Storage 
Solutions 

•	 External Cladding, Soffits, Facias and 
Gutters

•	 Fencing, Sheds, Pergolas & Decking 
Extensions and Commercial Works

All trades supplied, quality craftmanship 
and customer satisfaction. Fully insured 
with over 30 years experience.  
 
cadmor.construction@yahoo.com 
Brian - 07546480528

Proudly serving Aberdeen and 
Aberdeenshire Areas.

Jog Scotland Westhill (JSW)

Many of us are struggling to keep up with bills right 
now, especially ones like council tax. If you’ve fallen 
behind, we’re here to help. Contact South West 
Aberdeenshire CAB today at:
enquiries@swacab.org.uk or
T: 01224 747714 or search advice online 
https://www.cas.org.uk/our-campaigns/recent-
campaigns/stressed-about-debt
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L E T  U S  H E L P  Y O U

Investment management and planning   І   
Retirement planning    І    Estate planning   І  
 Financial protection    І    Corporate 
financial planning    І    Mortgage advice

Get in touch today to arrange a no obligation 
consultation with your Fairstone adviser. 

t:        
e: 
w: fairstone.co.uk

FINANCIAL ADVICE IN 

Fairstone Financial Management Ltd. (FRN: 475973) and Fairstone Wealth 
Management Ltd. (FRN:188596) are authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority. 

The regulated firms are all part of the Fairstone Group Limited. Company 
No: 06599555. Registered address: 8 Camberwell Way, Doxford International 
Business Park, Sunderland, SR3 3XN 

*All Trustpilot references are correct as of time of print.

@FairstoneGroup

WESTHILL

01224 747889
westhill.admin@fairstone.co.uk
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ACCOUNTS  |  BUSINESS & PERSONAL TAX  |  BOOKKEEPING  |  PAYROLL |  VAT COMPLIANCE

Think accounting, think local, think James Milne
Trusted local Accountants for over 130 years.

5 Bon Accord Square, Aberdeen AB11 6XZ   T 01224 584458

5 High Sreet, Inverurie AB51 3QA   T 01467 623311

Rosewood, Raemoir Road, Banchory AB31 4ET  T 01330 828500

E mail@jamesmilne.co.uk    W jamesmilne.co.uk
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Westdyke Leisure Centre
Facillity Bookings:

The following are available to book at the centre:  
       Main hall
       Coffee Room
       Kitchen facilities
       Pitches - Football and Rugby 
       (Inside Changing Rooms available)

The centre is available for parties, one off sessions and 
block booking if holding classes. Contact us by email to 
arrange bookings, to view the spaces, or for more 
information on DenmanCC@hotmail.com

Classes/ Activities available: 

Like our Facebook page for the most up to date information

Aglow Sports Konsult 
Denman Toddlers Group 
Munelle School of Performing Arts
Guitar Lessons with Matthew Lunan 
Men’s Indoor Football
Mature Movers  

Vinyasa Yoga
Mindfulness with Qigong
Rehab and Physical Activity Class 
Slimming World
Pilates
Westdyke Community Club (FC) 
Westhill Table Tennis Club.

Denman Pre-School
Offering high quality childcare in a safe, stimulating and 
caring environment where children can learn, play and grow.
For more information: denmanpg@hotmail.co.uk

Denman Toddlers Group

An opportunity for adults  to meet others whilst supporting their child to 
socialise, meet new children and most importantly play.
      Term Time Mondays 9.30 - 11 am.
      Refreshments and a snack provided.

Office hours 8:30am to 2:30 pm Tel: 07565 912522
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SOOYANG DO MARTIAL 
ART IN WESTHILL AREA 
 
Monday – Milne Hall Skene 

Tuesday – Village Hall Kemnay 

Wednesday – Village Hall Dunecht 

Thursday – Westdyke Leisure Centre 
Westhill

St Andrews Church Hall Inverurie  

Class Chief instructor  
– Dave Bremner with over 45 years of martial arts experience.

For more information contact Mr Bremner on 
Mobile 07970 188825  email dbmartialarts28@gmail.com 
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We help clients achieve
their full financial promise,
whatever the future may
hold.

ACUMENFP.COM

Acumen Financial Planning Limited is authorised and regulated
by the Financial Conduct Authority. FCA number 218745.

4 Kingshill Park, Venture Drive, 
Arnhall Business Park, Westhill
AB32 6FL

01224 392350
info@acumenfp.com

READY FOR LIFE
AFTER WORK?

Savings & InvestmentsSavings & Investments

Tax PlanningTax Planning

Pensions & RetirementPensions & Retirement

Estate PlanningEstate Planning

BOOK YOUR NO-OBLIGATION
CONSULTATION TODAY
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Everyone is welcome to join us for any of our services and meetings. Sunday morning worship is at 10.30 am, followed by 
refreshments.  If you are unable to attend in person, please feel free to join us online, or follow the service later via our YouTube channel.   
Full details and links can be found at  www.westhillcommunitychurch.org

Our Minister
Our minister, Dave McCarthy, has a passion to serve the local community, but 
above all to share the love of Jesus Christ and to let everyone know that they are 
welcomed by God. He can often be found in his office at the church with the door 
open, so please feel free to drop in! 
Dave can also be contacted at dave@westhillcommunitychurch.org

Church Office
You can call our office on 01224 737380 or email 

office@westhillcommunitychurch.org
Room Hire

We have rooms available for hire by both community 
and commercial groups.  For more information, 
please check our website or email bookings@

westhillcommunitychurch.org

Food Bank
Contact the team on 07379 836380 or email foodbank@

westhillcommunitychurch.org

Other Assistance
If you need assistance of any kind, you can contact our team 

by calling Sandra on 07484 603593 or email
sandramcgregor@westhillcommunitychurch.org

A Quote to consider:
“I can only talk from experience.  For me, having 
a Christian faith can be difficult to articulate.  It’s 
like describing ice cream or swimming - it has to 

be tried to be felt.  But, in a nutshell, my faith 
tells me that I am known, that I am secure and 
that I am loved - regardless of the storms I may 
find myself in from time to time, regardless of 

how often I fall and fail.”
Bear Grylls
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Swift to its close ebbs out 
life’s little day; 

earth’s joys grow dim, 
its glories pass away. 
Change and decay in  

all around I see. 
O thou who changest not, 

abide with me.

As the final line will have made clear, this is a verse 
from the great hymn Abide with Me. I’d wager 
most people have heard it at one time or another: 
often played at funerals, a favourite of George V, 
Elizabeth II, and—for some reason—Mahatma 
Gandhi. Football enthusiasts will recognise it as the 
song sung before kickoff at the FA Cup final each 
year. But my reason for quoting it here has to do 
with the raw power of this second verse, and its 
fittingness for the times we live in.

Change isn’t necessarily bad—or good. It is value-
neutral: some change improves life; some does 
the opposite. But too much change all at once can 
be unsettling. Our wellbeing so often depends on 
stability—whether social, political, economic, or 
ideological. Yet we live in some of the most uncertain 
times in human history. Technological advances 
mean the status quo rarely lasts long. What is ‘in’ 
one day—be it a fashion, philosophy, or cause—is ‘out’ the next. Cycles that once took generations now 
complete in months, thanks in large part to social media.

There is change in how we think about ourselves and the world, and in how younger generations relate to 
older ones. Beyond that, we’ve faced the upheaval of Covid, shifting geopolitical dynamics, and growing 
cultural tensions. Politically, we are more divided than we’ve been in decades, mirroring deeper ideological 
rifts. All this change—too much, too fast—and it’s no wonder many are feeling unsettled, unsure about the 
future, and fearful that normalcy may never return.

Where, then, do we turn for the stability we need? For that assurance that we and ours will be looked after? 
What anchors us, keeps us from being tossed about by the waves of culture and fashion?

I often wonder if this verse made Abide with Me so beloved by those in power. They, more than most, 
understood how variable life could be—and how difficult it is to maintain stability. But perhaps they also 
realised that, ultimately, they weren’t in control. They too were swept up in the ever-shifting tide. Perhaps, 
then, they recognised that if anything is truly to abide, it must be rooted in something unchanging—beyond 
the reach of decay.

But that’s guesswork: maybe they just liked the tune. But then the lesson is there’s something in it for 
everyone. Perhaps you resonate with this message and feel disturbed by all the change. Perhaps you don’t, 
but still enjoy a good hymn. Or maybe you’re just curious. Wherever you are, and whatever your motivation, 
allow me—still the ‘new minister’—to invite you along (or back) to church. There is something for you here. 
But if you’re doubtful, at least do stop me to say hello when you see me out and about.

With warmest regards,  
Rev. Dr. Daniel H. Spencer 
Kingshill Parish Church 
DSpencer@churchofscotland.org.uk.   
Tel 07554 392895

Kingshill Parish Church ‘From the New Minister Dr Daniel H. Spencer ‘
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WESTHILL GOLF CLUB
The summer weather was great for this year’s golfing season which has seen 
a good number of new members joining the club and an increase in visitor 
numbers coming to play our beautiful course and enjoy the views.  The condition 
of the golf course has been great over this period which is thanks to all the hard 
work of the green staff and volunteers. With the prolonged periods of warm 
weather the irrigation system has been used more than normal to keep the 

greens in the condition we have become accustomed to.   Unfortunately we have experienced some 
damage to the golf course over the last few months mainly the greens, If you are out and about at the 
golf course and see anything untoward on the course please report to the club.  Damage to the course 
is extremely frustrating to all at the club and especially the greens team.

Our finals day was held on the 17th of August. This is where all the club championships finals are held 
over all the categories within the club from Juniors, Ladies, Gents through to Seniors.  Well done to all 
the finalists and congratulations to all the winners!

Our Opens have been well attended this season with a large number of entries from visitors, there are 
a further few more Opens before the season is finished with a Gents Stableford Open on the 11th of 
October and a mixed Open on Sunday 21st September.

Our Junior section is thriving due to the sterling efforts of coaches and organisers. We run a full Junior 
Programme from Easter to October which includes all our juniors from beginner to our low handicap 
players. All suitable ages also participate in several interclub events.

We ran a series of ‘Ladies Get into Golf’ coaching lessons this summer, encouraging the beginner 
ladies to take an interest in the sport and play at our club. We are always happy to welcome new 
Ladies and integrate them into our section.

Within the clubhouse we now have sports packages available to show sport events, football, rugby, 
golf etc on TV.  We have also installed a pool table so along with snooker. If you are not a golfer but 
want to use these facilities social memberships are available for a nominal fee.  

We are currently working to improve the catering we offer to members and visitors.  As is common 
for golf clubs, it can be difficult to get a good match between what the members would like and what 
works out for the club.  Having said that, we are exploring an innovative solution in conjunction with a 
local supplier so, look out for updates on our social media posts soon. 

John Mitchell, Club Captain, Westhill Golf Club, Council of Management

WECC COMMUNITY SUPPORT FUND
The current Westhill Bulletin business model has allowed WECC to gen-
erate surpluses from advertising revenues over production costs. Since 
2011 WECC has chosen to make some of these surplus funds available 
as donations to local voluntary groups as finances allow, and around 
£44,000 has been donated to a wide range of groups over these last 13 
years.

We reported in Summer Bulletin that there was no applications received by the closing date 
for the May round. We then accepted a late application from the Community Church for their 
Asylum Seeker Clothing Hub Ministry. Our donation will help them to buy trainers for the asy-
lum seekers as few good trainers are donated by residents

The next round of donations will be considered in October 2025. Closing date for applications 
is 3rd October. See  https://westhillelrick.org/people-make-a-place/donations/  for Guidance 
Notes and the Application form or contact treasurerwecc@gmail.com.



68

The Varapunya Meditation Centre is based at Easter 
Mains Cottage, Kinmundy, just a mile east of Westhill, 
off the ‘old’ Westhill Road down a private road. Looking 
back, so much has changed since I was invited to come 
to the City of Aberdeen as a new resident monk fourteen 
years ago.

Now, since moving to Westhill, our 
place in the community has really 
become my home. With people 
from so many different backgrounds, 
religions and other belief systems, 
we have been able to slowly find a 
‘rhythm’ and it often now feels like 
family to me. I’ve learned to accept, 
respect, and value everyone for who 
they are. I try to create a space where 
all people feel included, listened to, 
and appreciated. 

We were delighted that our three 
short courses, last year and this year, 
introducing mindfulness meditation, 
were so warmly received. In particular, 
without the new hall at that time, the Bowling Club kindly offered accommodation. Over fifty people participated, of 
all faiths and none, mostly from the Westhill area. 

True belonging doesn’t mean having to be the same. It means respecting our differences and treating each other with 
warmth, kindness, true compassion and inclusion. We have different nationalities, beliefs & cultural backgrounds. 
Sometimes we speak and dress differently too but, at 
heart, we are all essentially the same, seeking a more 
peaceful way of life for ourselves, families, friends and 
others around us. This is why we put so much emphasis 
on exploring mindfulness meditation with love, kindness 
and compassion at the heart of the practice.

In a world that often feels divided by race, religion, 
nationality or other identity, we offer a place to be in 
harmony with ourselves, others and the world around us. 
Although the Centre is rooted in Buddhism, it welcomes 
people from all faiths—or no faith at all. Indeed recently, 
along with other faith groups, I had the pleasure of 
blessing the Tall Ships as they left Aberdeen Harbour. 
Our goal is not to convert anyone, but to connect with 
one another and grow together in understanding. 

In July, after we completed the new ‘Uposatha’ 
Meditation Hall, we enshrined the principal Buddha 
image and have been using the building for daily practice 
and other events. We expect the official opening will 
take place next summer.  There are regular chanting 
and personal meditation sessions are at 7am and 7pm 
each day. Our Wednesday evening sessions, when we 
try to include meditation guidance for those new to the 
practice, now take place in a much more spacious room. 
We’ll also begin our short courses again in the autumn. 
All are welcome to come and learn and practice. So, 
you are warmly invited to join us at any time we are ‘at 
home’ but, for now, why not just come along for 7pm 
on Wednesdays, no need to book. Everyone is welcome!    

Ven Ajahn Sujan 
Resident Abbot 
www.varapunyacentre.com
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WESTMANBARBER

ENJOY 
£25 

OFF YOUR FIRST
COLOUR

£10 OFF 
YOUR FIRST

VISIT TO
WEST MAN

WEST, UNIT 6 ASHDALE DRIVE, WESTHILL, ABERDEENSHIRE, AB326LP TEL: 01224 741313

W E S T  M A N
M E N S  G R O O M I N G

VISIT 
WESTWITHSTYLE.CO.UK

 FOR DETAILS

VISIT 
WESTWITHSTYLE.CO.UK

 FOR DETAILS

WEST_HAIRSALON

WESTMANBARBER

OR
 £10 OFF

YOUR
CUT & FINISH
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Painting and Decorating 
 

Precision Painting, Personal Touch 
 

✓   Residential & Commercial Projects 
✓ Interior & Exterior Painting 
✓ Thorough Surface Preparation 

✓ Walls, Ceilings, Woodwork & More 
✓ Wallpaper Hanging & Removal 
✓ Clean, Tidy & Respectful Work 
✓ Flexible Appointments Available 
✓ Fully Insured & Professional Service 
✓ High-Quality Materials & Finishes 
✓ Minor Repairs & Touch-Ups 

✓ One Trusted Tradesman Start to Finish 
 

For Free, No-Obligation Estimates contact Robert on : 
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Westhill Electrical has officially been acquired by Apardion, enhancing its ser-
vice capabilities and expanding its expertise in electrical solutions. “This       
acquisition reflects our commitment to delivering exceptional service and 
broadening our technical expertise," Derek Neilson Director at Apardion.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact us today at 01224 649000 07890949998  doug@apardion.co.uk or visit https://
www.apardion.co.uk for a free consultation! Your trusted partner for all electrical 

needs -  Apardion, where safety meets excellence. 

 

Commercial Services 

 EV Chargers, Domestic & Commercial  

 Energy-Efficient Lighting Solutions 

 Electrical Maintenance & Repair  

 Maintenance Contracts 

 EICR Inspections  

 PAT Testing 

Why Choose Apardion? 

 Professional expertise backed by years of experience 

 Quick response and flexible scheduling 

 Competitive pricing 
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Hill of Fare Wind Farm - from developer RES
To increase the awareness by Westhill residents of the proposed Hill of Fare Wind Farm near 
Banchory, we invited the developer RES and the opposition group HOFWIG to submit articles for 
the Bulletin.   Below is the article from RES and next page is the one from HOFWIG. Note that WECC 
has not taken a position either for or against the proposal

Scotland has some of the best wind resource in Europe, making it an onshore wind powerhouse and an 
industry that makes a positive social, economic, and environmental contribution to society. In 2022 alone, 
the renewable energy industry supported more than 47,000 jobs and created economic activity worth £15.5 
billion to Scotland. Furthermore, onshore wind is increasing the UK’s energy security by providing domestic 
electricity generation for homes and businesses.

In November 2023, RES, a British business with a proud history in Scotland, submitted our planning 
application for the proposed 16-turbine Hill of Fare Wind Farm, located approximately 15km from Westhill, 
to the Scottish Government’s Energy Consents Unit (ECU). RES is the world’s largest independent 
renewable energy company, delivering more than 28GW of renewable energy across the globe over the last 
40+ years - including Meikle Carewe Wind Farm near Stonehaven. We’re committed to developing long-
term relationships and benefits for the communities around our projects and the Hill of Fare Wind Farm, if 
consented, will be no different. The proposed wind farm is predicted to deliver a £150 million injection into 
the local economy and provide more than 200 construction jobs. 

 
To help grow an industry like 
onshore wind, with its roots in 
Scotland, means continuing 
to inspire, upskill, and provide 
vocational training to the 
workforce of the future. Over 
the last year, 55 school students 
from across Aberdeenshire 
have been welcomed to the 
operational Meikle Carewe Wind 
Farm near Stonehaven by RES. 
S4-6 students from Banchory, 
Mearns, and Bucksburn 
Academies, who are studying 
specific energy curriculums, 

were given tours of the site, learned how the 12-turbine project was constructed and now operates, and 
actively participated in wider discussions on green skills and career opportunities.  

Whilst providing valuable careers and substantial local investment, wind farms also have the ability to boost 
community projects and enable priorities locally to be met through community benefit funds. Operational 
wind farms in Scotland offer a community benefit fund to either support local groups or provide capital funds 
for larger infrastructure projects. The Hill of Fare Wind Farm specifically, has the ability to deliver a tailored 
community benefit package worth £26.4 million over the project’s 50-year lifetime. 

The submitted application for Hill of Fare Wind Farm will next be considered at a Public Local Inquiry (PLI) in 
September 2025. Over recent months we have been providing additional information on a number of topics 
including, private water supplies, peat, and red kites. This additional information has led to the Scottish 
Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) and NatureScot confirming they have no objection to the project. 
The PLI will commence on Tuesday 2nd September 2025 at Banchory Town Hall and is scheduled to finish 
by Thursday 11th September. Following the PLI, the appointed Reporter at the Department of Planning 
and Environmental Appeals (DPEA) will submit a report and a final determination will be made by Scottish 
Ministers thereafter.  

For more information and to be kept informed on the PLI process, please visit the dedicated project website 
www.hilloffare-windfarm.co.uk. 
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Hill of Fare Wind Farm - from opposition group HOFWIG
Renewable Energy Systems ltd (RES) are proposing a 108MW, 180m to 200m tall, 16 turbine windfarm on 
the Hill of Fare, with battery storage covering 1.5 hectares for ~2 hours supply to 100,000 homes.

If this goes ahead it will be clearly seen by Westhill residents from many locations on the way to Banchory 
and Alford and is bound to bring other major developments to the Grampian outlier hills in its wake.

The Hill of Fare project has followed the planning process and is now subject to a public inquiry which 
was triggered by Aberdeenshire Council Infrastructure Services Committee unanimously objecting to the 
development.

This project is said to be part of the drive to transition from fossil fuels to renewable energy, which is led by 
non-integrated commercial and political interests. 

Developers are entitled to apply for a contract to supply electricity to the market through the government 
‘contract for difference’ process, where they are guaranteed an electricity price for an amount of electricity 
developed, whether it is generated or not. This would be the same as an oil company being paid by the 
government to develop a field at a guaranteed oil price and volume but not having to deliver it.

Climate change is now a major topic of the 21st century which is generating much publicity, activity and 
debate. Transitions to renewables have been active in Scotland for 30 years and now it has come to the 
gateway to Deeside, on the Hill of Fare.

In considering exactly what is proposed, what it means for the world, the communities and what the project 
offers, it is clear there are only a few beneficiaries, namely the landowners, the developers and perhaps 
the politicians.

This investigation of what RES propose for the Hill of Fare shows clearly that it breaks planning guidelines 
“to avoid ridges and skylines” and does not save any carbon. In fact HoFWIG’s calculations using the 
Scottish Governments carbon calculator tool shows the windfarm generates carbon as a result of the grid 
currently being so green and it displaces so little fossil fuel generated electricity it does not pay back its own 
emissions from manufacture and development. 

Also the development could put the private water supplies of more than 120 homes at risk of contamination, 
without any safeguards beyond private legal action.

Scotland can now provide all the electricity it needs from renewables on an average windy day. Future wind 
farms in Scotland generate electricity primarily for export to England, but where the transmission connec-
tions to England are unlikely to be adequate for a number of years, if at all.

In our well-resourced, democratic nation, the subject of climate change brings to the surface an overwhelm-
ing need to do something, anything, so we feel we are playing our part. This seems to lead to politicians 
and developers acting with impunity by limiting the supply of public information so that it supports their case.

The Hill of Fare Windfarm is the wrong project, in the wrong place, costing the consumer and the nation a 
huge amount and giving it and the climate nothing in return.

A public inquiry runs from 2nd to 12th September at Banchory Town Hall, where you can hear arguments 
for and against. The reporter’s recommendation will reach the Scottish Government in January 2026. We 
urge Westhill residents to attend and support our campaign. Legal and advocacy efforts require resourc-
es—please donate to our campaign fund at www.tinyurl.com/campaign-support to help us challenge this. 
Together, we can stop this wind farm and protect our hills from more to come.

This is one wind farm too far and beware they could be coming to a hill near you soon.

Hill of Fare Windfarm Group
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DAVID MASSIE 
CARPENTRY & JOINERY 

SERVICES LTD 

(OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE) 

All joinery work undertaken Stairs, 
Doors & Windows:

Manufacture & Fitting 

Tel: 01330 811906 
Mobile: 07816 596541 

davidmassiecjs@gmail.com 

FREE ESTIMATES

APC PROPERTY SERVICES
All Roofing / Pointing / Granite work

Walls/Slabbing / Decking / Fencing / Tree work
Bathrooms / Interior-Exterior painting

Est 2007
Fully Insured & Disclosure Scotland approved

Local tradesmen - References supplied

Contact Rob / Derek – 07761 975225 or 01224 749159
Craigston Cottage, Kingswells, AB15 8RJ
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Chris Western 
Heating, Plumbing  

& Servicing
Specialising in all types of Heating,  

Plumbing & Ventilation work

Oil & Gas Boiler Servicing, Repair,  
Installation & Commissioning Work

Gas Safe Registered for  
Commercial & Domestic Work

No job too big or too small

I have 30 years experience  
in the industry

enquiries_cwhps@yahoo.com
07462 333668 | 01224 744953

 

Local plumbing and heating 
engineer with over 30 years’ experience. 
 
∞ Gas/Oil/LPG Boiler Installations  
∞ Gas & Oil Boiler Servicing & Repairs 
∞ Cylinder/Gas Fire servicing   
∞ Power Flush/CH water treatment 
∞ Landlord Certificates  
∞ All aspects of plumbing undertaken  
   

No job too small 
 

Accredited Worcester Bosch installer 
offering up to 10-year guarantee  

on selected new boiler installations  
(for a limited time only). 

 

    
 

  

 call Jeremy on 07706 096 079 
 

Security, CCTV and fire systems 
 

     Over 30 years experience 
     Residential, commercial or trade 
Property Maintenance 
 

     Painting & decor, Carpentry & joinery 
     Plumbing and electrical 
     EPC, EICR, PAT, Legionella,  
     Lead testing, Fire Risk Assess 

Fire & Security 

PPSS  
Property Solutions 

The Compass Project 
Navigating healthy, sustainable living 
 

 
COMPASS is a project of Camphill Wellbeing Trust, a business name of 
Camphill Medical Practice Ltd. A limited company registered in Scotland  
No.SC120539  Charity No. SC016291  
Registered office: St John’s, Murtle Estate, Bieldside, Aberdeen AB15 9EP 

 

Available to hire! 
NORTH POINT  

Craigton Road, Cults, Aberdeen 
AB15 9QD 

 
 

Fantastic facility for: 
✓ Kid’s parties 
✓ Sports activities 
✓ Keep fit/dance classes 
✓ Meetings/Events 

 
 

Check out our great value under 12s party packages  
Available Saturday & Sunday: 9am-1pm/2pm-6pm. 

Weekdays various times 
 

 
Come along to our Drop-in soft play & activity sessions 

For under 5s plus parent/carer.  Every Friday 10am-12pm 
£4 for first child with parent/carer, £2 each additional child 

 
 

 

To enquire or book contact booking@cwt.scot; 01224 678830 
  
 

www.compassaberdeen.org.uk 
  
@CWTCompass  @cwt_compass_project 
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2025

Golf Course/Driving Range

Tennis/Raquets

Fitness Classes/Gym

Swimming Pool

Team Kids Sports

membership@kippielodge.co.uk

www.kippielodge.co.uk
01224 734747

 

Contact Us

north deeside road, aberdeen

kippie sports & leisure club

AUTUMN MEMBERSHIPS
NOW AVAILABLE

BOOK NOW

KIPPIE PRESENTS
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• Plumbing & Central Heating
• Boiler Replacement, Repair &

Servicing
• Bathroom Installations  
• Emergency Repairs
• Landlord Certi�cate
• No Job Too Small

With over 40 years experience, this 
family run business provides the 
highest level of workmanship at 

competative rates. 

Collection & drop off

Weekly, Fortnightly or Ad hoc

Normally 24 hour turn around

Call Gail on 07855 793309

perfectlypressed1@outlook.com

BONNIE BANK S
Garden Maintenance

“Bank on us for a bonnie garden”

For all other enquiries and free estimates
 Contact Eric Banks on 07923988896
bonniebanks.gardening@gmail.com

Grass cutting and lawn care.

Hedge trimming, pruning and cutting back.

Planting and potting.

Weeding and leaf removal.
Spring and Autumn tidy-ups.

Holiday cover.

Small tree work.

Turf laying and preparation.

Fence maintenance and painting.
Deck staining.

Assembly, maintenance and repairs to:
Garden structures, furniture and greenhouses.

Path and driveway cleaning and repair
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Recently qualified level 3 dog grooming 
diploma. Offering a one-to-one service 
for your family pet.  

De-shedding, full groom, or a shampoo 
and blow dry.

For an appointment at re-furbished 
salon in Dunecht please contact the 
following:

Mobile:  07870 731597

Email:  pamela.taliho@gmail.com

DOGGIE STYLE – PRACTICAL 
DOG GROOMING FOR THE 

FAMILY PET

Paws and Claws 
Dog Walking and Home Boarding 

 
 

Services 
1hr Dog Walk – visiting local woods, forest 

trails or the beach 
Puppy visits – approx. 30 mins of indoor and 

outdoor playtime 

Home Boarding – fully insured & licensed 
home boarder providing a home from home 

experience 
 

Cat Care and any other pet care can be 
discussed to suit your requirements

•	All dogs are transported in a spacious van
•	Fully licensed Home Boarder from 

Aberdeenshire Council
•	Fully Insured, Public Liability, Care Custody & 

Control & Key Cover  
 
Tel : 01330 860709 / Mob : 07762 489999........
 Email : mariemackenzie1@outlook.com

Westhill District Amateur 
Swimming Club

We are looking for swimmers
aged 7+ who are currently
level 4 (or equivalent) and

above

We are a fun, engaging sport team that hope to

encourage young swimmers to progress in their

swimming journey

If this is you or your kid, drop us an email to

organise a come and try session:

membership@westhilldistrictasc.org.uk

COME

AND

TRY !
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LYNE OF SKENE VILLAGE HALL

Are you looking for a venue for your next party, quiz night, 
coffee morning or fayre? Are you looking for somewhere 
to run a series of classes?  If you are, please add Lyne of 
Skene Village Hall to your list of possibilities.  Located all 
on one floor, it comprises one large hall and one smaller 
hall, along with accessible toilet facilities.  The small hall 
incorporates kitchen facilities and also a coal fire for the 
cooler times of the year.  In addition, both halls are fitted 
with wall-mounted heaters, whilst trestle tables and seating 
are plentiful.  On-site car parking is also available for about 
20 vehicles.

Unfortunately, due to the ongoing financial issues being 
experienced across all sectors, we have reluctantly taken 
the decision to increase the rates whilst remaining highly 
competitive and attractive:

Our competitively priced rates currently are:
•	 Main Hall - £20 p/hr (private hire rate) or £30 p/hr (business hire rate) 

•	 Small Hall - £10 p/hr (private hire rate) or £20 p/hr (business hire rate)

•	 Both Halls - £30 p/hr (private hire rate) or £50 p/hr (business hire rate)

Our monthly “Bide A While” coffee and home-bake mornings have proved extremely popular.  Lyne of Skene committee 
members together with a team of local/willing helpers host these events between 10.30am and 2.30pm on the last 
Saturday of each month. These will continue through the cooler months, albeit with more appropriate offerings of soup 
and a sandwich.

A recent Race Night fundraiser took place at The Ashvale Restaurant in Aberdeen, which raised a 4-figure sum, and was 
very well attended.  Sincere thanks to all who attended and/or supported the event, to the hosts and to David Ritchie and 
his minibus drivers.The new Committee aim to run as a non-profit organisation, with all monies raised going towards the 
continued upkeep, licensing and insuring of the Hall for public benefit.

Our next fundraiser will be a Ladies Pop-Up Shop & Fun Fashion Show on Thursday 18 September in the Lyne of Skene 
Village Hall (7pm for 7.30pm).  Clothing from High Street stores (e.g. M & S, River Island, Wallis, White Stuff) will be 
modelled and offered for sale at heavily discounted prices.  Outfits and accessories will be available to try on and purchase 
on the night.  Tickets are priced at £10 per person, which will cover the cost of the Show, a complimentary Forest Farms 
Dairy ice-cream during the interval, and an opportunity to win a £50 voucher to use on the night.  Contact Kath on 07743-
706668 for tickets.

The new Committee aim to run as a non-profit organisation, with all monies raised going towards the continued upkeep, 
licensing and insuring of the Hall for public benefit.

Future fundraising events and a list of current classes/activities can be found on our Facebook page -   https://www.
facebook.com/lyneofskenevillagehall  

Booking enquiries can be made via lyneofskenehall@gmail.com.

We are having our Enrolment / Fun Night on Monday 25th 
August 2025 in Trinity Church from 6-7.30pm.  Come along and 
find out what we do on a Monday night and join in the fun and 

make new friends.

All girls will be made welcome from P1 – S6, 
we have no waiting list.

Any questions please do not hesitate to contact myself: FIONA CUMMING (CAPTAIN) on 07792 471199 
or email fionacumming26@icloud.com

1st Skene Girls’ Brigade
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As our thoughts turn to spring and summer activities, what better way to enjoy the nicer weather and 
outdoor freedom than to cycle around the beautiful Aberdeenshire countryside right here on our doorstep. 
 
Getting hold of a new or second-hand bike can be a challenging task with literally hundreds of different 
models on the market. The first question to ask yourself is, how much do you want to spend and what do 
you want to use the bike for? As with many sports the choice can be intimidating; do you need a Road, 
Mountain, Hybrid/Commuter, Cyclocross, Touring, Folding or Electric bike? The following tips should help 
you reach the right decision. 
 
• Take your time – establish what type of cycling you will be doing 
• Set your budget, gather information and ask for advice 
• Don’t pay for features you don’t need - and don't miss out on any that you do 
• Take a test ride – getting the correct size of bike will avoid future aches and pains 
 
Your local bike shop can offer you help to make this decision, also, within the Westhill Bike Club we have 
many members who can share their experience of upgrading to a better model or maybe have a used bike 
to start you off if you’re a beginner.  
 
Club Rides 
Organised club rides for all members usually start from the Westhill Shopping Centre. We offer a variety of 
group rides to suit all levels and abilities, including: 
 
• Midweek Evening Social - For all abilities, usually split into smaller groups  
• Midweek Beginners - For newer cyclists and those who like a more leisurely pace 
• Saturday & Sunday Social - For all abilities (no one gets left behind and always a café stop for cake) 
 
The Westhill Bike Ride, a fun family event in Summer which raises money for local 
Charities and Community Groups has been going since 1999. Unfortunately, due to 
lack of numbers taking part last year there will be no bike ride for 2025. We hope 
however, that some new faces with fresh ideas can resurrect this great event. If 
you’d like to be involved simply drop us an email. 

 
We are actively looking for new members to our club, why not 
come along for a “taster” session, complete beginners and 
experienced cyclists welcome. 
 
As your local cycling club, we will continue to represent the 
interests of cyclists to increase and improve cycling 
infrastructure in this area.  
If you have any suggestions or comments on local cycling, 
please do let us know. If you are already a club member, we look 
forward to welcoming you back for some social cycling, if you’re 
not a member and would like to be, 
please do get in touch. 
info@westhillbikeclub.com  

  

Westhill Bike Ride

What fantastic summer weather we enjoyed for Westhill Bike Club’s 10th Anniversary year. Founded in 2015 
as a friendly, non- competitive club, for Westhill and the surrounding communities, bringing together like-
minded, adult cyclists who love exploring Aberdeenshire’s stunning landscape.  Many friendships are made, 
many miles traversed and many cups of coffee and slices of cake consumed. 

It is with sadness we say goodbye to Graham Ogston, Founder, Club Chairman and backbone of Westhill 
Bike Club as he moves on to new challenges, thank you Graham. 

With autumn in the air, the club will continue to ride as long as conditions are favourable. Club rides start at 
either Westhill Community Church on Old Skene Road or outside Greggs, Westhill Shopping Centre. We 
have an active Facebook page where we share pictures of our adventures and social rides and information 
about social events, but ride details are shared with members via the Spond app.  If you would like to join us 
on one of the rides, please feel free to contact us on info@westhillbikeclub.com. Nobody gets left behind, 
rides are no-drop with regroups and plenty of encouragement. Why not come along for a taster session, 
complete beginners and experienced cyclists are welcome.

Current ride schedule:- 
 
Wednesday Evening Social ride – about 30km/19 miles leaving 1830 
Wednesday Morning Social ride – about 40km/26 miles leaving 0900 with café stop 
Saturday & Sunday Social rides – longer rides exploring Aberdeenshire’s best roads, always a café stop.

We have updated our website, go ahead and take a look at westhillbikeclub.com and we look forward to 
meeting more cycle enthusiasts. 
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Challenging 9 hole Queen’s Course and practice area. 

18 bay, fully automated and covered floodlit driving range 
powered by Toptracer Range technology.  

Relax in our seating area with a light refreshment or visit 
Sutherland’s Pastry Academy & Coffee Shop.  

Open to both members and non-members.                          
Just 20 minutes from Westhill.  

www.inchmarlogolf.co.uk        01330 827080 

Contact us to find out about our latest offers for new members. 
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Abercrombie operate two dental practices in Westhill with a great reputation for preventative and cosmetic 
dentistry treatments and aesthetic treatments such as Botox and fillers.

 

Principal dentist and clinic owner Dr. Naga Narra commented, ‘At Abercrombie, we’re all about combining 
the latest technology and advanced techniques with excellent patient care. As well as a full range of 
preventative and restorative dental treatments, such as dental implants, white fillings, crowns & flexi-

dentures, we also offer cosmetic options like tooth whitening, veneers & Invisalign.’

‘We offer Cone Beam CT scans and OPG X-rays and our iTero system means we can offer 3D scans for 
dentures, crowns, bridges and orthodontic treatment rather than taking impressions. We also have our 

own dental technician and lab on site, providing a fast turnaround on private dentures and denture repairs. 
We even offer dental plans and patient finance and are currently accepting new private and NHS patients.’

Dr. Narra continued, ‘‘We know that some people feel a bit nervous about coming back to a dentist and 
may not have been for a couple of years given the pandemic. We are lucky to have a great & friendly 

team of receptionist and nurses, therefore we can offer as much support as possible. At our Smile clinic, 
we offer intravenous sedation on a private basis, which many patients find helpful, particularly when 

getting implants, multiple restorations or during an extraction.

www.abercrombie-dental.com

	Abercrombie Dental Practice	 Abercrombie Smile Design 
	10 Abercrombie Court	 Unit 2/3 Ashdale Drive 
	Prospect Road, Westhill	 Westhill 
	Aberdeenshire AB32 6FE	 Aberdeenshire AB32 6LP 
	01224 745 447	 01224 742 513

abercrombie-smile@outlook.com

Opening hours:
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 9am–5.30pm

Tuesday 9am–7pm | Friday 9am–4.30pm
Saturday 9am–5.30pm (private appointments only)
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I am finding I am getting asked more about Small Group Adventure Travel, so I thought I would highlight why 
this type of travel is something you may want to consider.

In today’s fast-paced world, it’s all too easy to fall into a routine—work, home, repeat. Adventure and touring 
travel offers a way to break free from the ordinary and connect with the world around you.

Whether you’re travelling with your family, your partner, heading out on a solo escape, joining a group of 
like-minded explorers opens the door to meaningful experiences and lifelong memories.

Families benefit from everything being organised in a safe secure environment.  Local guides bring the des-
tination to life, with specific trips tailored 
to children and young people.  There is 
nothing better than education through ex-
perience, learning about different cultures, 
visiting local families in quiet corners of 
Thailand, learning how to cook in Vietnam 
or zip lining in the Costa Rican jungle, the 
list is endless.   There are some amazing 
experiences out there and all you have to 
do is check in and turn up.

If you are planning a trip on your own, but 
would rather have the security of a group 
of people with the same interests around 
you, then these types of trip are perfect. 
Often there are no or reduced single room 
supplements, making it more affordable.  
Whether it’s a food and wine tour, cycling 
trip, or nature expedition, travelling with 
others who share your interests creates 
instant connection.

Equally brilliant for couples, maybe visiting 
a destination for the first time, with limited 
time. Imagine hitting the ground running 
with a local guide meeting you and show-
ing you the popular sites and going beneath the surface of hard to find spots. Knowing the best places to get a 
local meal and the best views for your holiday photos. 

Adventure travel, probably conjures up thoughts of white water rafting or hiking and it can be that.  However, 
it doesn’t have to be, exploring the cities of Italy or taking in the iconic landmarks of Vietnam and Cambodia 
for example are still an adventure.   There are no huge groups following someone with a flag on these kind of 
trips either, these are smaller groups and there is often several additional options of trips you can do in your 
free time. 

Whether you’re chasing waterfalls with your kids, reconnecting with your partner on a scenic trail, setting off 
solo in search of something more, or bonding with fellow travellers who share your passion, adventure travel 
offers something for everyone.

If you’re ready to pack your bags and need some help. Contact me via the ad on page 59 - or follow me on 
Facebook/Instagram for updates.

EMBRACE THE 
ADVENTURE
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Westhill Library 

T: 01224 472871  
E: westhill.library@aberdeenshire.gov.uk  
W: www.livelifeaberdeenshire.org.uk/libraries/ 

     Open: Tuesday 10am -7pm, Wednesday 10am -7pm, Thursday 10am -6pm, Saturday 9am-1pm 

Contact us 

Not a member of the library? It’s free to join, you just 
need to live, work or study in Aberdeenshire, 
Aberdeen City, Moray or Angus. 

Sign up for a full membership at the library with proof 
of your identity and address. You can also join online 
via our website, which gives you immediate access to 
our digital library, then pop into the library to upgrade 
to a full membership. Once you’ve signed up, you’re a 
member of all Aberdeenshire libraries.

Borrowers have free access to books, audiobooks, 
digital newspapers and magazines, and online 
databases.

We run events and activities for all ages throughout 
the year. Check out our website or Facebook page to 
see what’s on.

If you’re finding it difficult to get to the library, be it 
for a short or long period of time, the library service 
can deliver a bundle of books straight to your door.

Doorstep Delivery is available to all of our borrowers 
including:

• housebound customers
• young families
• people who live rurally
• people who are unable to visit the library 

during open hours

Choose to have your books selected by library staff or 
create your own book bundle by reserving books on 
the online library catalogue.

To request a doorstep delivery, apply online via our 
website. Alternatively, phone 01467 532929 or email 
libraryevents@aberdeenshire.gov.uk and a member 
of the doorstep delivery team will get back to you.

Welcome 

Did you know it’s easy to find the newest books in our 
stock? Go to the library catalogue on our website and 
click on ‘New Books’. There are currently over 1000 
new books available which can be filtered by author, 
type of book, date added, series number, etc. 

You can reserve books to be delivered to Westhill 
library. We’ll email you when they arrive and you’ll 
have 14 days to collect them.

Saturday mornings at the library
Pop in, relax and play some board games on the first 
Saturday of each month. Suitable for children and 
adults. Anyone for dominoes?!
Get creative with Lego on the last Saturday of each 
month. Available all morning, just drop in.

Summer Reading Challenge
Thank you to everyone who took part in this year’s 
challenge. A huge number of books were read, events 
attended and challenge cards submitted to the prize 
draw. The draw for the winners takes place very soon 
at library headquarters in Oldmeldrum. Good luck!

Business Support Drop in Sessions
Chat to an advisor from Enterprising 
Aberdeenshire if you’d like help to start or grow your 
own business. An advisor is available at the library on 
the first Tuesday of the month between 11am and 
2.30pm. For more details, or to book a specific 
appointment time, email  
gayle.walker@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

Spotlight on: Doorstep Delivery! 

Spotlight on: Doorstep Delivery! 

 What’s new? 

Library news 



89

We started our new Rotary year at the beginning of July with the inauguration 
of our new president, Alison Forsyth. Alison has laid out her plans and goals for 
the coming year and all our Rotarians are keen to provide support during her 
year in office.

Community Engagement 
Our monthly litter picks continue during the summer, helping to keep Westhill 
tidy and our Rotarians have been helping out at community events such as Echt 
Show and as far afield as Aboyne Highland Games.

Lazy Sunday
Lazy Sunday was yet again a great success and it was wonderful to see so 
many of our community joining together for a fun day out in Westhill.

Inspiring the Next Generation
Our RYLA candidate attended the most recent 
Rotary Youth Leadership camp in July and we look 
forward to hearing about her experiences at one of 
our future meetings. The Rotary Youth Leadership 
Award is a week-long, residential camp for 16 
and 17 years olds living in the North and East of 
Scotland, fully sponsored by local Rotary clubs. It 

aims to develop leadership, team building and problem-solving skills through a programme of outdoor 
activities, challenges and adventure.

Supporting Good Causes
Our Rotary Funfairs have been busy during the summer at events including the Lazy Sunday, Culter Gala 
and Kids Out, and our members, notably Margaret and Colin Currie, have been all over Aberdeenshire 
with our Bric-a-Brac stall raising funds for our youth projects. Our Annual Family Fun Bike Ride at Dunecht 
Estate raised around £700 for International charity Sand Dams. 

Past President Ash Major ended his year with substantial donations from the Club to Alzheimer Scotland, 
UCAN ‘SURE’ Appeal, Aberdeen University School of Medicine ‘Patient Partners’, Community Food 
Initiatives North East (cfine) and  NERVS, based in Aberdeen, and also working out of Elgin

Social Events
It’s not all “hard work and no play”. Our members have enjoyed several social events over the last few 
months including a wine tasting evening at the Westhill Bowling Club, a walk around the March Stones 
around Westhill, a visit to Marshall’s Farm Shop and a summer barbecue for our members and partners.

Senior Citizens Christmas Party
The Senior Citizens Christmas party will be held in the Ashdale Hall on Sunday 7th December. Posters and 
further details will be publicised shortly.

If you would like to find out more about Rotary and give something back to the community either by 
becoming a Rotary member or simply to lend a hand with some of our projects, then please get in touch 
-Secretary@Westhill.rotary1010.org or contact us via our Facebook page: facebook.com/westhillrotary

Out & About  
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Aberdeenshire Lieutenancy 
The Lord-Lieutenant’s Update 

 
Appointment of New Vice Lord-Lieutenant and 
Six Deputy Lieutenants for Aberdeenshire
I am delighted to welcome The Lady Saltoun as my 
new Vice Lord-Lieutenant following the retirement of 
Joanna, The Marchioness of Aberdeen DL. I am also 
very pleased to appoint six new Deputy Lieutenants, 
each of whom brings a unique set of skills, experience, 
and service to Aberdeenshire. From charitable and 
community leadership to military service and commercial 
expertise, they have already made a significant 
contribution to our communities throughout the county. 
The newly appointed Deputy Lieutenants are: The 
Marquess of Aberdeen and Temair Bt DL (George), Mrs 
Sarah Bell DL, Major (Retd) Nicholas Champion MBE 
DL, Mrs Laura McNeil DL, Major (Retd) Toby Rider 
MC DL, Commodore Hector Robert (Bob) Sanguinetti 
RN(Retd) DL. Aberdeenshire is a wonderfully diverse 
and beautiful county with an enormous number of 
individuals and voluntary groups who work tirelessly 
to enhance the quality of life and cohesion in our 

communities. As a Lieutenancy we try and amplify the work of His Majesty The King by encouraging, supporting 
and recognising such selfless contributions.

Anniversaries and Birthdays
One of the Lieutenancy’s roles continues to be to ensure that messages of 
congratulations are delivered from Their Majesties, The King and Queen to those 
celebrating their 60th, 65th, 70th or 75th wedding anniversaries and 100th and 
105th Birthdays. My Deputies and I are also delighted to visit on the day of 
such special milestones and present a card and our personal congratulations. 
Information can be found on the Aberdeenshire Lieutenancy website. 
https://www.lordlieutenant-aberdeenshire.co.uk/ or contact us on
info@lordlieutenant-aberdeenshire.co.uk

Professor James N’Dow OBE DL visited Mr & Mrs Walter & Lillian Smith, 
Westhill, on the occasion of their 60th Wedding Anniversary. Walter is 88 and 

still a keen gardener while Lillian is 81. They have three daughters, Jaqueline, Teresa & Morag, four grandchildren 
and five great-grandchildren. They always have great fun with the children and look forward to spending many 
more years together. 

Lord Lieutenant Cadet – Cadet Warrant Officer Ainslie Norris
Cadet Warrant Officer Ainslie Norris of 875 (Westhill) Squadron ATC raised 
the Flag at the Aberdeenshire Council Flag Raising Day on 23rd June. I am 
delighted to have Ainslie as one of my Lord Lieutenant Cadets for the year. 
  
You can also follow us on Facebook and Instagram – ‘Lord-Lieutenant of 
Aberdeenshire’
Very best wishes to you all    
Sandy Manson, His Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant of Aberdeenshire    

Please do look at our web site for further information:
www.lord-lieutenant-aberdeenshire.co.uk or contact us on
info@lordlieutenant-aberdeenshire.co.uk
You can also follow us on Facebook and Instagram – ‘Lord-Lieutenant of Aberdeenshire’
Very best wishes to you all, Sandy Manson, His Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant of Aberdeenshire
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Aberdeenshire Council
All Enquiries ..................................... 0345 6081208

Air Training Corps.............................. 01224 749151
Ashdale Hall ..................................... 01224 740137
Boys’ Brigade ................................... 01224 742262

Childcare
Schools Out Club
(Old School House............................ 01224 465202

Citizens Advice Bureau..................... 01224 747714
Community Centre............................ 01224 472874
Community Mini-bus.......................... 07989 637461

Dentists’ Surgery
Abercrombie Dental Practice,
NHS – Abercrombie Court,
Prospect Road .................................. 01224 745447
Business, Private –
Ashdale Drive.................................... 01224 742513
Westhill Dental Practice,
Old Skene Road................................ 01224 741339

Doctors 
Doctors’ Surgery................................ 01224 849400
Results ............................................. 01224 849392
Repeat Prescriptions......................... 01224 849393

Electricity Emergency.......................... 0800 300999
Gardening Club ................................ 01224 748045
Gas Emergency....................................0800 111999
Golf Club........................................... 01224 743361
Girls’ Brigade, 1st Skene .................. 07792 471199
Girl Guiding....................................... 07974 963717
Health & Social Care Office............... 01467 537745
Lawsondale Pavilion.......................... 01224 742836
Library............................................... 01224 472871

Nursery
Bridges ............................................. 01224 744741
Childcare Info ................................... 0800 2983330

Playgroups
Scout Hall.......................................... 07717 442164
Denman Preschool............................ 07565 912522

Pharmacy
Pharmacy, Porter – Shops................. 01224 742742
Pharmacy, Porter – Surgery ............. 01224 279489

Police
Police (non emergency....................................... 101
or email..................... contactus@scotland.police.uk

Post Office (Shops) ...............01224 740858
Post Office (Ind Est) ..............01224 740010

Primary Schools
Crombie............................................. 01224 472905
Elrick ................................................. 01224 472910
Skene ............................................... 01224 472915
Westhill.............................................. 01224 472900

Religion
Trinity Church ................................... 01224 742512
Westhill Community Church ............. 01224 737380

Secondary School
Academy .......................................... 01224 087850

Scouts............................................... 01224 746773
Water Authority ................................ 0845 6018 855

Westhill Men’s Shed ......................... 01224 917345 

Sports
Swimming Pool.................................. 01224 472872
Tennis Club........................................ 07929 191816
Westdyke Leisure Centre ................. 07565 912522
Westhill Bowling Club........................ 07562 696193

Vets
Ardene House Vets........................... 01224 740700
Veterinary, Town & Country .............. 01224 741685

USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS

SCAFFOLD TOWER
FOR HIRE

The Community Council has a scaffold tower 
which was bought to help with erecting the 
Christmas street lights. The tower is available 
for hire to Westhill residents. The platform 
working height is 2.73m.

Charges are £15 per day for 1 to 2 days, then 
£5 per day for each additional day, or £45 for 
one week. Transportation available at £10 
each way.

For more information and to book the scaffold, 
call/text David Ritchie on 07989 637461.
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Building Trades & Other Tradesmen
A. Reid Garden Services......................................14
A.J. Landscapes...................................................29
aandm Bathrooms................................................16
Abel Interiors........................................................13
Affordable Jet Washing........................................25
A-J Roofing ..........................................................14
Alert Electrical......................................................22
APC Property Services.........................................76
B. Mackland Builders............................................41
Barry Willox Joinery..............................................71
Blue Flame Heating..............................................77
Bonnie Banks Gardening.....................................79
Braemoral Joinery................................................15
Cadmor Construction...........................................55
Cala Homes..........................................................65
Chris Western Heating, Plumbing & Servicing.....77
CL Garden Sevices..............................................14
David Massie Carpentry & Joinery ......................76
Docea Painting & Decorator.................................21
Electro-Tek Electrical Contractor..........................21
International Doors & Windows..............................6
i-Protech ..............................................................23
Joe Kenn Garden Handy Man  ............................14
Joe’s Gardening Services.....................................14
John S. Findlater (Skene) Ltd...............................34
K. Milne Plumbing & Heating..................................6
Kevin Allan, Painter & Decorator..........................14
Lister Domestic Electrical.....................................42
Lockfit...................................................................15
Mark Mennie Glazier............................................54
Midmar Timber Centre..........................................52
MJS Landscaping.................................................41
Mr Gardener.........................................................36
MRK Groundworks Ltd.........................................46
Neil Craig Plumbing..............................................29
Only Heating.........................................................47
Painting & Decorating...........................................71
Rae Brown & Co. Ltd............................................23
Roofing Made Easy..............................................59
RS Joinery............................................................76
Smart Blinds.........................................................41
Star Bathrooms....................................................73
Steve Gray Plumbing & Heating...........................79
Stuart Grassick Builders.......................................60
T & M Slating........................................................70
Tiger Projects.......................................................29
Voytek Plastering and Painting.............................71
Westhill Bathrooms  .............................................53
Westhill Boiler Services........................................24
Westhill Electrical Apardion..................................72
Westhill Fencing & Decking..................................32

Transport & Driving
Spectrum Driver Training......................................80
Westhill Community Minibus..................................4
Westhill Taxis .......................................................57

Health & Leisure
Abercrombie Dental..............................................86
American Square Dancing ..................................23
Attic Theatre- Aladdin............................. inside front

Broadstraik Inn.....................................................48
Compass Project .................................................77
Dans Centre.........................................................85
Happy Barber.......................................................37
Holiday Inn Christmas..........................................12
Holiday Inn Glentanar Brasserie & Bar..................9
Inchmarlo Golf Centre..........................................85
Kippie Lodge........................................................78
La Precision..........................................................18
Lee Beauté...........................................................16
Milton of Crathes..................................................25
Pam Dignan Dancers...........................................37
Sooyang Do Martial Arts.......................................60
Travel Counsellors................................................59
Trudi Deans Foot Health Care..............................14
West with Style.....................................................69
Westhill Chiropractic Clinic...................................18
Westhill Health & Therapies Practice...................38
Zumba Gold Class................................................25

Professional Services
Aberdeen Care & Repair......................................84
Aberdein Considine .............................................31
Acumen Financial Planning..................................62
Bridges Pre-School Nurseries .............................20
Brimmond Financial Planning...............................33
Denman Pre-school..............................................27
Doggie Style Dog Grooming Salon......................80
ESP Book-keeping Limited...................................28
Fairstone Financial Management Ltd...................56
Fyfe Moir & Associates Accountants....................61
Gemini Counselling..............................................32
George Okoroma Business Analyst.....................63
Gerrards Auction Rooms......................................11
Go To First Aid Training........................................46
Grampian Accounting...........................................38
Groundwater Architectural Design........................42
International School Aberdeen...............inside back
ITS Fire & Security...............................................77
James Milne Chartered Accountants....................57
James Wilson PC repair ......................................37
Luke and Learn Guitar..........................................16
Magnus Accounting..............................................54
McCue Wealth Management................................44
Oven Valet..............................................................6
Paws and Claws Day Care...................................80
PC Paul................................................................27
Perfectly Pressed Ironing Service........................79
Photos To DVD.....................................................79
Robert Gordon’s College.........................back page
Storie Cruden & Simpson.....................................43
The Cleaning Company..........................................6

Retail
Blue Door Charity Shop..........................................6
Foxlane at Carnie.................................................42
GPH Builders Merchants......................................30
Jastina’s Flowers..................................................36
The Flooring Lodge..............................................85
Vintage Cloud  .....................................................21
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Thriving global citizens in
Northeast Scotland
For children aged 3-18, International School Aberdeen offers a broad, high quality education with 
multiple pathways to success, leading to International Baccalaureate qualifications.

Our purpose built campus located in Cults, with onsite sports facilities, is a place where students 
thrive. From August 2025 we are offering extended care and holiday provision from 8am - 6pm.

Curious about an ISA education? Why not visit to meet our staff and students, and find out more 
about our child centred approach to learning. Get in touch today to arrange your personal tour: 
admissions@isa.aberdeen.sch.uk

Upcoming Open Days

Middle School & High School (Age 11 - 18)
Thursday 25th September

Nursery & Elementary School (Age 3 - 11)
Friday 26th Septemeber

ISA | Pitfodels House, North Deeside Road, Aberdeen, AB15 9PN
T. 01224 730300 | www.isa.aberdeen.sch.uk
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