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Welcome

This newsletteris producedto ensure that our customers can continue toreceive an up-to-date
picture of progress on the Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2021. We are delighted to
announce that consultation on the Proposed Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan (LDP) 2020 has
officially commenced. The consultation period will run from 25 May to 17 July 2020. You can find
more details on how to review the Proposed LDP and how to make a representation onitin this
newsletter. Toallow the consultation to progress we have sought to revise our Participation
Statement outlinedinarevised Development Plan Scheme 2020. This was approved by
Aberdeenshire Council’s Infrastructure Services Committee on 14 May 2020. As previously advised,
we intend to promote a largely electronicconsultation. However, should any individual have
problemsviewingthe Proposed LDP or the suite of supportinginformation available, please donot
hesitate to contact the Policy Team.

Revised Development Plan Scheme 2020 Adopted
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On 14 May 2020, Aberdeenshire Council’s Infrastructure Services Committee (ISC) agreed arevised
DevelopmentPlan Scheme (DPS) for 2020. This includes agreement of a new Participation Statement
which outlines the specificways in which we will engage onthe Proposed Aberdeenshire Local
DevelopmentPlan (LDP). The Committeealso agreed that the public consultation period should
commence on 25 May 2020 fora period of 8 weeks, endingon 17 July 2020. ADPS is preparedto
inform stakeholders of the stage that the LDP is currently at, and to identify the nature of the
consultation being undertaken toinform the content of the LDP. The revised DPS has been prepared
to reflectthe impact that social distancing measures associated with the Covid-19 outbreak and
changesintroduced though emergency legislation has had on our proposed engagement during the
Proposed LDP consultation. The revised DPS replaces the DPS previouslyagreed by ISCon 12 March
2020.

Followingthe approval of the Proposed Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan (LDP) 2020 by
Aberdeenshire Councilon 5 March 2020, an 8-week consultation period onthe Proposed LDP
commenced on 25 May 2020 and will end on 17 July 2020. We will be pursuingaconsultation that
islargely focussed on an online means of engagement. In place of face to face drop-in eventsthat
were previously planned across Aberdeenshire, we will be engaging with members of the publicand
stakeholders, including Community Councils, using electronic means. This will include an interactive
virtual drop-in ‘room’, and there will also be opportunities for question and answer sessions to be
held between planning officers and the public. We will however also be available to communicate
with stakeholders and members of the publicthrough non-digital communication e.g. telephone
calls/letters. Anyone cancommenton the content of the Proposed LDP duringthe consultation
period. Any comment made outside the consultation period will not be considered. All those who
made comments on the Main Issues Report will be contacted and expressly invited to examine the
outcomes of the Council’s deliberations on the issues identified. Likewise, all Community Councils,
Key Agencies and neighbouring Planning Authorities will be notified. All properties that are adjacent
to a site proposed fordevelopment willbe notified in writingand views sought on the proposals.



https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/media/25287/revised-development-plan-scheme-2020-final.pdf
https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning/plans-and-policies/pldp-2020/proposed-local-development-plan-2020/
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How to make comment on the Proposed Aberdeenshire Local

Development Plan 2020

RESPONSE FORM

Aberdeenshire

All representations on the Proposed Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan (LDP) 2020 must be
made inwriting by 17 July 2020. A pro-formaresponse formisavailablewhich we would encourage
the use of in preparingany representation(s) on the Proposed LDP. Hard copies of the response form
can also be distributed upon request. Representations should be clearand concise (Ministers expect
representationsto be no more than 2,000 words plus any limited supported productions), but
should fully explain the issues wished to be considered at the Examination. Any unresolved matters
arising from the consultation will be considered at Examination by anindependent Reporter
appointed by Scottish Ministers. Planning Officers are availableto answerany questionsin relation
to the Proposed LDP 2020 and any of the supporting documents. Please contact us on 01467 536230
or email [dp@aberdeenshire.gov.uk.

Virtual Drop-In

We are offering all members of the publicthe opportunity to continue to engage with us by ‘Virtual
Drop-In’. Thisisa virtual ‘room’ providinga360° virtual tour of all the information that would
usually be availableatan eventheldinavillage hall. The information includes the Proposed Local
Development Plan (LDP), threeshortfilms and an array of posters that broadly summarise the vision
and policies, explain the LDP process, outline the proposed allocations for each individual settlement,
and how to commentonthe Proposed LDP. The Virtual Drop-Inisan opensession thatanyone can
joinor leave atany time. There will be a‘live chat’ facility within the drop-in platformto allow
opportunities to discuss the content of the Proposed LDP with Planning Officers duringthe


https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning/plans-and-policies/pldp-2020/how-to-respond/
tel:01467536230
mailto:ldp@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
https://aberdeenshirepldp2020.consultation.ai/
https://aberdeenshirepldp2020.consultation.ai/

consultation period. A live webinar may also be considered. We will announce these on our website,
and our Twitter (@ShireLDP) and Facebook (Aberdeenshire Council) accounts. Planning officers are
also contactable viatelephoneand e-mail Idp@aberdeenshire.gov.uk.

~

Short films

As part of the consultation process for the Proposed Local Development Plan, we have produced
three shortfilms on the following topics:

e The Proposed Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2020

e The Local Development Plan-Making Process

e The ProposedLDP Consultation Process, including Neighbour Notification

e
C A8 Aberdeenshire
Catat Local Development
O e Plan 2021
77 AV, \ A short film on the Proposed
{5 Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan
J, ARERADEENSMIRE and how to comment on it
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Interactive Online Proposed Local Development Plan

To assist members of the publicand stakeholders to view and understand the Proposed Local
Development Plan (LDP), we have produced an Interactive Online Proposed Local Development
Plan. The interactive Proposed LDP allows users to see how specific policies and land designations
relate tothe areathat theyliveinor are interested to develop. Withinthe Policy sections, users can
search an addressto see ifit falls within/near areas of designation or protection such as green belt,
coastal zone, Special Landscape Areas, Local Nature Conservation Sites, Battlefields or Prime
Agricultural Land. Similarly, settlements that have a Settlement Statementin the Proposed LDP can
be exploredtolearn about proposed areas for development, safeguarded areas for business use,
protectedland, reserved s sites and boundaries to retail centres or the built up area.



https://twitter.com/ShireLDP
https://www.facebook.com/AberdeenshireCouncil
mailto:ldp@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
https://bit.ly/PLDP2020
https://bit.ly/LDP-makingprocess
https://bit.ly/PLDP2020consultation
https://abdnshire.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=0b6df3fd06024c798c89138dce7a6a7e
https://abdnshire.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=0b6df3fd06024c798c89138dce7a6a7e

To assista group of first year students in Countryside Management at SRUC with their study unit
“Understandingthe Landscape”, Policy Officer, Katherine Southwell recently gave atalk on the local
landscape designation called “Special Landscape Areas” (SLA). The aim was to help students
understand more about the policy/legislative aspects of the landscape, and how policy appliesin
practice. Using on-line technology to deliverthe talkin a virtual classroom, the students were given
some historical backgroundto the SLA designationincludinghow itreplaced aformerlandscape
protection known as ‘Valued Views’, and priorto that ‘Areas of Landscape Significance’. It was
explained thatthe ten areas of special landscape value identified forinclusionin the LDP 2017 as
Special Landscape Areas had followed athorough review process conducted by Land Use
Consultants, which included extensive community/publicinvolvement. Some practical examples
were provided to help students understand the role of the SLA designation as aplanningtool. In
reality, local planning proposals ranging from alarge scale windfarm project to small scale tourism
developments were used toillustrate how the SLA designation and associated “Statements of
Importance” help safeguard important landscapes with limited capacity for change, butalso help
guide and manage positive land use change. The challenge of dealing with development pressure
was highlighted and in particular how the competinginterests of environment, economicand s ocial
demandsonour landscapes have to be weighed up when assessing planning applications. “Special
Landscape Areas” is currently a piece of Supplementary Guidance within the Local Development Plan
(LDP) 2017. Thisis proposedto be carried forward into the forthcoming LDP as an Appendix. For
more detail see Special Landscape Areas (SLAs). Shortfilms can also be viewed on YouTube.



https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning/plans-and-policies/aberdeenshire-local-development-plan-2017/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLO9F6fCTToNND8UE4tQ2kUfEA4lbCfMmL

Subscriptions

If you were directed to this newsletter by e-mail, then you have already signed up to the mailing
list. Alternatively, if youwishtounsubscribeyou can advise us by email adding the subject heading
“unsubscribe” to LDP@aberdeenshire.gov.uk. We would welcome new users to subscribe by
emailing with the subject heading “subscribe” to LDP@aberdeenshire.gov.uk. We will then confirm
thisto youand enclose a copy of the Privacy Notice we are legally obliged to provide toyou. Ifyou
are already on our mailinglist, we would now like to update our mailinglistto ensure that we only
send this newslettertothose peoplewhowouldlike toreceive it. This must be an active process;
you must advise us that you still wish toreceive the newsletter and you are contentthat we keep
your e-mail address specifically for this purpose. This can be done through using thislink tosend an
email withthe subjectline “subscribe” to us. By sending us this e-mail you will be once again
agreeingto our Privacy Notice. This mailinglist will onlybe used forthe purposes of sending out the
newsletterand no otherfunction.

Contact information

Twitter: @shireLDP and @Aberdeenshire

e-mail: LDP@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

Facebook: Aberdeenshire Council

Phone: 01467 536230

YouTube: Aberdeenshire Council, Aberdeenshire LDP Playlist

If you wish to be added to or removed fromthe mailinglist for this newsletter please contact the
LDP Team at LDP@aberdeenshire.gov.uk.
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